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Sitra, Bahrain
The disputed blast
Civilian harm, air defence

and the limits of attribution

ISSUE DATE

29 September 2026

INCIDENT DATE

9 March 2026 · retrospective

A documented civilian emergency. A contested explanation of the weapon

involved.

Health authorities reported 32 injured civilians after the Sitra explosion, including four serious cases. The later public

record introduces a Patriot interception account and a competing technical interpretation. [1],[3],[4]

Principal assessment

The human consequences are better supported than the complete causal chain. A defensive engagement, an unintended

interceptor event and a hostile drone strike cannot be collapsed into one confirmed narrative. The strongest conclusion is

that the case warrants continued evidential separation of harm, mechanism, operator and responsibility.

SCOPE AND SELECTION

A Bahrain-focused retrospective, not a claim of a new September attack. Research revisited on 29 September

2026. The core record runs from the 9 March emergency through the 21–22 March attribution reporting and

Airwars’ August review. The source register distinguishes later regional material screened but not merged into

this case.

02 / Geographic context 03 / Reconstruction and reporting

04 / Evidence and attribution 05 / Published scene imagery

06 / Device and payload examination 07 / Arabic source audit

08 / Consequences and Dfuze record 09–10 / Sources and limitations
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01  /  LOCATION ATL AS

Bahrain, Sitra and Mahazza
The marker uses Airwars’ approximate neighbourhood reference: 26.168909° N, 50.625153° E. Airwars says it could

not verify the neighbourhood boundaries further. It is not a recovered-fragment position or blast epicentre. [5]

Regional context: Bahrain and neighbouring Gulf coasts. North is up; 100 km ground scale at the scale-bar latitude. [10],[11]

Local context: Sitra and southern Manama. North is up; 2 km ground scale at the scale-bar latitude. Approximate third-party reference marker.
[5],[10],[11]

Basemap: Esri World Topographic Map, acquired 29 September 2026. EPSG:3857; reference coordinate EPSG:4326. Markers projected

from returned extents; scale bars independently calculated with WGS84 geodesics. No trajectory or damage boundary plotted. The map is

contemporary geographic context, not incident-date imagery. Credits: Esri, HERE, Garmin, Intermap, increment P, GEBCO, USGS, FAO,

NPS, NRCAN, GeoBase, IGN, Kadaster NL, Ordnance Survey, Esri Japan, METI, Esri China (Hong Kong), OpenStreetMap contributors and

GIS User Community.

AREA REFERENCE / NOT A BLAST EPICENTRE

Mahazza / approximate

0 100 km

N

SAUDI ARABIA

QATAR

BAHRAIN

AREA REFERENCE / NOT A BLAST EPICENTRE

Mahazza / approximate

0 2 km

NManama

Sitra

ISS GLOBAL 29 SEPTEMBER 2026 02 / 10



ISS GLOBAL /  SITRA, BAHRAIN RETROSPECTIVE INCIDENT INVESTIGATION

02  /  EVENT AND REPORTING CHRONOLOGY

Separate the emergency from its explanation

Reconstruction: what can be placed in sequence

An early-morning explosion on 9 March affected Mahazza in Sitra. Reports describe damaged residences and vehicles.

The initial medical statement was a provisional count, not a final assessment of every person or property affected. [1],[5]

Hospital leadership subsequently described activating the emergency plan, mobilising surgical and paediatric

specialists, and keeping families informed. That describes the institution’s reported response; it is not an independent

measure of treatment outcomes. [7]

The Crown Prince’s office reported a visit to injured residents at Salmaniya Medical Complex on 9 March. A visit is a

response milestone, not evidence identifying the munition. [8]

Reporting timeline

PUBLICATION / REVIEW DATE CHANGE TO THE PUBLIC RECORD

9 March · medical reporting Authorities announce the injury count and serious cases. Arabic and English agency

copies share a BNA/health-ministry origin. [1],[2]

10 March · local newspaper Publishes home-damage photographs and an account of the US embassy rejecting

a failed-Patriot narrative. [6]

21 March · Reuters dispatch Bahraini spokesperson describes an aerial Patriot interception of an Iranian drone,

asserting it prevented greater loss of life. [3]

22 March · Reuters investigation Publishes a researchers’ assessment of likely US-operated Patriot involvement. [4]

17 August · Airwars revision Incident entry retains contested strike status. [5]

29 September · this edition Retrospective reassessment of the accessible record; no new laboratory finding

claimed.

TIME D ISCIPL INE

Bahrain uses UTC+3. A social-media publication date in UTC can fall on the preceding calendar day. A post

timestamp is not an explosion timestamp. Exact detonation time and a complete sequence of engagements were

not independently established in this review.
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03  /  EVIDENCE AUDIT

Four questions, four different confidence levels

Reported technical finding: Middlebury researchers Sam Lair, Michael Duitsman and Jeffrey Lewis assessed likely

US-operated Patriot involvement with moderate-to-high confidence. Reuters examined their work and confirmed video

geolocations. The analysis combined visual geometry, satellite imagery, damage distribution and acoustic review. It

could not determine the detonation cause with certainty; Reuters could not verify a drone’s presence or absence and

obtained no fragment imagery. Bahrain rejected suggestions of malfunction and did not identify the operator. [4]

QUESTION ISS GLOBAL EVIDENCE JUDGEMENT

Did civilians suffer harm? Strong support for a serious civilian emergency from medical reporting and

published damage imagery. The precise final total remains an attributed official

figure. [1],[6]

Was a Patriot involved? Supported by the government’s later interception statement as well as the

investigative account. This agreement is narrower than agreement on the cause of

harm. [3],[4]

Which force operated it? The published research is an attribution assessment, not an authenticated firing log.

Do not convert probability into a named operator finding.

What caused each injury? Unresolved at the individual level. No injury-to-fragment matching, complete

recovery record or engagement telemetry was examined.

Competing explanations

The official interception account and an unintended interceptor detonation should remain separate hypotheses. Their

shared element is insufficient to establish why the explosion occurred. A third proposition, that no interceptor

contributed to the event, requires reconciliation with the later official statement. [3]

Absence of publicly retrieved drone evidence cannot establish that no drone existed. Equally, an official attribution

cannot substitute for access to the underlying track, wreckage or identification evidence.

ASSESSMENT,  NOT AN INDEPENDENT FORENSIC RECONSTRUCTION

ISS Global has not reproduced the researchers’ trajectory or acoustic analysis from original files. This edition

evaluates the public evidential structure; it does not certify their measurements or determine legal responsibility.
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04  /  VISUAL EVIDENCE CATALOGUE

Published damage inside Sitra homes

Plate 1 · Wall openings, exposed masonry and scattered debris are

visible. Image extracted unchanged from The Daily Tribune, 10

March 2026, p. 4. [6]

Plate 2 · People stand in a room with debris on upholstered

furniture. Same published photo sequence and source; no person is

identified here as a suspect. [6]

Provenance

The newspaper caption places the photo sequence in a governor’s visit to Sitra following the incident. The images were

recovered directly from the publisher’s PDF. The capture time, original photographer, camera files and exact household

locations were not supplied on the page. Publication linkage is established; independent camera-level authentication is

not. [6]

What the plates support

The photographs show substantial localised damage and an inhabited domestic setting. They provide more useful scene

context than a generic weapon photograph. They do not disclose the full exterior, all affected streets, a complete debris

field or a measured scale.

What they cannot establish

The shape of a hole or rubble pile cannot, by itself, identify an explosive, interceptor variant, initiation sequence or

operator. The images do not establish the direction of every fragment. Objects moved before photography and structural

failure after the initial event remain possible sources of interpretive error.

IMAGERY STANDARD

These are authentic publisher-carried images, not generated reconstructions. They are reproduced at modest size

because the embedded originals are only about 370 × 219 pixels. No generative enhancement or evidential

annotation was applied. No authenticated device, payload, munition-fragment or suspect portrait was obtained.

A night skyline image accompanying another injury report was excluded because its exact incident linkage was not

established. Photographs of the separate refinery event were not substituted for residential-blast evidence.
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05  /  DEVICE AND PAYLOAD EX AMINATION

Do not infer a variant from the system name

What the material identifies

The official manufacturer announcement records Bahrain’s first shipment of PAC-3 MSE interceptors in March 2024. It

supports an inventory context only. A delivery announcement does not identify what was fired during this event, who

fired it, or the condition of the round. [9]

“Patriot” is a system-level label in the incident reporting. This dossier does not assign a specific missile variant,

explosive composition, warhead mass, fuze setting, serial number or manufacturing lot to the Sitra blast. Those are

separate technical propositions requiring recoveries or authenticated records.

EVIDENCE OBJECT PRESENT POSITION / DECISIVE REQUIREMENT

Suspected interceptor Public attribution exists; variant and individual round remain unverified. A

documented recovery and manufacturer comparison would be needed.

Alleged hostile drone An official involvement claim exists. No authenticated component inventory was

available to this review. [3]

Payload / energetic material No laboratory report examined. Generic specifications are not a substitute for case-

specific findings.

Fragmentation and damage Published imagery supports visible damage. A measured scene survey and

recovery locations would be required to test distribution systematically.

Engagement sequence No full track history, firing record or synchronised original camera set examined.

Publication order cannot supply the missing sequence.

Analytical consequence

A defensive system can be relevant to the chain of harm without establishing deliberate civilian targeting. Conversely,

describing an action as defensive does not explain every resulting injury. The investigation should preserve both

propositions until a complete event chain is available.

DFUZE TECHNICAL TREATMENT

Attach imagery as media evidence with its provenance. Keep unverified component fields empty or explicitly

unknown. Store reported system identity as an attributed claim with a source, date and review status. Do not

create a confirmed device signature from these photographs.
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06  /  ARABIC  OSINT EXPLOITATION

Translation must preserve evidential strength

Arabic material was read for this edition rather than treated as an extra list of links. It adds direct access to local

terminology and helps identify common-source repetition. It does not automatically supply an independent witness.

ARABIC WORDING / SOURCE INTERPRETATION AND REPORTING CONTROL

حالات بليغة
BNA / Emarat Al Youm [2]

Serious or severe cases. English renderings such as “critical” should remain tied to

the publisher, not treated as a new clinical assessment.

شاركت في اعتراض
Reuters Arabic [3]

Participated in an interception. Preserve the government attribution; this is not a

technical demonstration of target contact.

حتى الآن
BNA / Emarat Al Youm [2]

So far / to date. The injury number is provisional at publication and should carry a

timestamp.

Ages: a genuine source conflict

The BNA-attributed Arabic text and WAM English report give the two younger injured children’s ages as seven and

eight. Airwars’ narrative gives six and seven. This report records the discrepancy without constructing a patient list or

silently harmonising the numbers. The government-origin account is preferable for the initial medical announcement,

but it remains a reported account. [1],[2],[5]

Independence audit

BNA material appearing in Arabic and English remains one institutional family. Reuters’ Arabic government-response

dispatch and its English investigation are distinct reporting products, but their republication does not multiply witnesses.

Airwars is an independent organisation; where it cites Reuters for technical findings, that part is not a new forensic

examination. [2],[3],[4],[5]

L ANGUAGE AND AT TRIBUTION RULE

Keep the speaker attached to the proposition. A translation may shorten a sentence, but it must not turn “the

government says” into “the investigation proves”. Preserve probabilistic language and distinguish identification of

a system from identification of a responsible force.

No Arabic social-media clip is presented here as independently authenticated. The selected Arabic sources are linked in

the register for examination.
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07  /  CONSEQUENCES AND ANALY TICAL  APPLICATION

A civilian-harm record that can be revised

The hospital account describes an organised response involving multiple specialties, supplies and communication with

families. No long-term rehabilitation series, final injury register, costed property inventory or completed public

technical inquiry was obtained for this edition. [7]

ISS Global assessment: regional relevance

The central lesson is evidential: an air-defence announcement and a civilian-harm report can both be accurate while

leaving the mechanism unresolved. Regional comparisons should therefore separate engagement success, harm to

people, damage to infrastructure and confidence in attribution. One aggregate “attack” count cannot safely represent all

four.

This case alone cannot establish an increase in attacks, a new tactic or a system-wide failure rate. Those questions

require consistent definitions, a denominator and an incident series. The availability of dramatic video is not a substitute

for that series.

Recommended incident record

RECORD ELEMENT RECOMMENDED ENTRY / DISCIPLINE

Event and geography Mahazza, Sitra; 9 March 2026, predawn reported. Area-level location only. [5]

Casualties 32 injured in the initial official account; four serious cases. Keep source date and

provisional status. [1]

Mechanism / actor Separate the official drone-interception claim from the researchers’ operator

assessment. No named individual perpetrator.

Media / provenance Publisher PDF, page and extracted-image hash; preserve the caption and low-

resolution limitation.

Unresolved questions Variant, target identification, detonation cause, individual injury mechanism, final

outcomes and operator confirmation.

Revision trigger A disclosed official investigation, authenticated recovery record, original

synchronised media or materially revised medical account.

PRIORIT Y RESEARCH GAPS

The greatest value would come from an attributable technical finding and a documented evidential chain.

Additional copies of the same wire report would add little. A later correction should be appended with its date,

keeping the initial record recoverable.
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SOURCE REGISTER

Sources and access limitations
Accessed 29 September 2026. Numbered citations link to this register; publisher links open the public originals or examined

syndications. Multiple publications may share one underlying source.

01 Initial injury account from Bahrain health authorities

Bahrain Ministry of Health / BNA via WAM · 9 Mar 2026 · 09:55 +04:00

Full text examined. Official medical account relayed by a second state agency; not an independently audited patient register.

www.wam.ae / open source

02 Sitra injuries: 32 civilians and four serious cases

BNA via Emarat Al Youm · Arabic · 9 Mar 2026 · 06:06 displayed update

Full Arabic text examined; byline identifies Manama/BNA. Same institutional source as [1], not independent casualty corroboration.

www.emaratalyoum.com / open source

03 Bahrain says Patriot participated in interception

Reuters via SWI swissinfo · Arabic · 21 Mar 2026 · 18:17 displayed

Full Arabic dispatch read. Government response obtained by Reuters; statement corroboration, not independent proof of

interception.

www.swissinfo.ch / open source

04 Patriot involved in Bahrain blast likely US-operated: analysis

Reuters / Landay, Pell and Hartman via Internazionale · 22 Mar 2026

Full English original read; automatic Italian translation not used. Middlebury findings, expert reviews and government responses

reported by one investigative source family.

www.internazionale.it / open source

05 DEBBH260309a: Mahazza, Sitra

Airwars · Incident 9 Mar; updated 17 Aug 2026

Full incident entry examined. Civilian-harm assessment and source collection; technical attribution draws substantially on Reuters.

Coordinate explicitly limited to neighbourhood/area.

airwars.org / open source

06 Damage photographs and contemporary public accounts

The Daily Tribune / News of Bahrain · 10 Mar 2026 · page 4

Original newspaper PDF downloaded and visually inspected. Two embedded photos extracted unchanged. Photographer and

exact capture time not supplied on the page.

www.newsofbahrain.com / open source

07 Government Hospitals chief describes emergency response

The Daily Tribune / AK · 9 Mar 2026

Full report of a Bahrain TV interview read. Hospital leadership account; no patient-level records or independent performance audit.

www.newsofbahrain.com / open source
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https://airwars.org/incidents/debbh260309a-march-9-2026
https://www.newsofbahrain.com/epaper/10-03-2026/single/page-04.pdf
https://www.newsofbahrain.com/bahrain/128113.html
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SOURCE REGISTER

Sources and access limitations
Accessed 29 September 2026. Numbered citations link to this register; publisher links open the public originals or examined

syndications. Multiple publications may share one underlying source.

08 Crown Prince visits injured Sitra residents

Office of the Crown Prince of Bahrain · 9 Mar 2026

Official indexed extract examined; direct page returned 403. Used narrowly for the reported Salmaniya Medical Complex visit.

www.crownprince.bh / open source

09 First PAC-3 MSE shipment to Bahrain

Lockheed Martin · 5 Mar 2024

Official indexed announcement consulted; direct page returned 403. Establishes reported delivery, not the interceptor variant used

on 9 March 2026.

www.lockheedmartin.com / open source

10 World Topographic Map

Esri and geographic contributors · Exports 29 Sep 2026

Actual raster basemaps embedded. Returned extents retained. EPSG:3857; marker and scale calculations use WGS84

transformations.

services.arcgisonline.com / open source

11 Export Map: returned extent and image

Esri developer documentation · Accessed 29 Sep 2026

Method reference for mapping. No military emplacement, trajectory, blast radius or residential address is inferred.

developers.arcgis.com / open source

12 UAE revises AI data-centre plan after Iranian attacks

Reuters · 11 Sep 2026

Regional alternative screened; less suited to a single-incident dossier. Not evidence about Sitra.

www.reuters.com / open source

13 Bahrain reports interception of drone attacks

Anadolu Agency · 2 Sep 2026

Indexed state-attributed report screened. A later incident claim with a thinner public evidential record; excluded from this

reconstruction and injury count.

www.aa.com.tr / open source

Edition limits. No site visit, privileged intelligence, laboratory sample or original military record was available. Technical conclusions

remain attributed. A4 portrait; 12 mm content margins; authentic 30 mm ISS Global coin; embedded fonts and images; full-page

ivory wash. Nimbus Roman/Sans are the documented fallback to the unavailable production-kit fonts. PDF is the verified print

master; browser print engines may paginate differently.
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https://www.crownprince.bh/en/news/98516/
https://www.lockheedmartin.com/en-ae/news/lockheed-martin-delivers-shipment-of-pac-3-mses-to-bahrain.html
https://services.arcgisonline.com/ArcGIS/rest/services/World_Topo_Map/MapServer
https://developers.arcgis.com/rest/services-reference/enterprise/export-map/
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/uae-revises-ai-data-center-plan-after-iranian-attacks-sources-say-2026-09-11/
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/middle-east/bahrain-says-air-defenses-intercepted-drone-attacks-from-iran/4044647
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