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Mawiyah junction
Taiz, Yemen

Civilian harm, competing strike accounts
and the attribution gap

ISSUE DATE INCIDENT DATE
29 September 2026 27 September 2026

A reported airstrike within the requested 48-hour window. The exact target,
operator and complete toll remain contested.

Houthi health authorities reported seven people killed and forty injured at a market near Taiz. The internationally
recognised Yemeni government described an attack by its forces on military targets at the same junction. [?/%]

Principal assessment

A serious strike event is supported by accounts from opposing sides and publisher-linked imagery. Their agreement that
attacks occurred does not settle which platform struck which structure, or which casualties belong to each impact. The
available record supports an investigation, not a definitive forensic attribution.

ROLLING-WINDOW QUALIFICATION

Request cut-off: 29 September 2026, 09:09:53 BST. Window begins 27 September, 09:09:53 BST. The
spokesman’s reported 11:29 Yemen time equates to 09:29 BST—47 hours 40 minutes before the request. This
minute-level timing remains a belligerent-origin claim; it has not been independently verified. ['/[13]

02 / Location atlas 03 / Event reconstruction

04 / Reporting timeline 05 / Competing claims and casualties
06 / Visual and technical examination 07 / Arabic OSINT audit

08 / Regional implications and Dfuze 09-11 / Source register
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01 / GEOGRAPHIC CONTEXT
Eastern Taiz in regional context

The published accounts place the incident at Mawiyah junction, east of Taiz. The market, the reported nearby camp and
Al-Estegbal base are not independently geolocated here. The sole marker is a city reference, not a strike pin. [2}3151113]
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Local context - Taiz and eastern approaches. North up; 5 km ground scale at the bar latitude. City reference: 13.57889° N, 44.02194° E. (13].[141.[13]

Actual Esri World Topographic Map exports, 29 September 2026. EPSG:3857; coordinate reference EPSG:4326. Marker projected from
returned extents. Scale bars checked against ground distance; no attack route, blast radius or military installation plotted. Contemporary
geography, not incident-date imagery. Credits: Esri, HERE, Garmin, Intermap, increment P, GEBCO, USGS, FAO, NPS, NRCAN, GeoBase,
IGN, Kadaster NL, Ordnance Survey, Esri Japan, METI, Esri China (Hong Kong), OpenStreetMap contributors and GIS User Community.
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02 / RECONSTRUCTION

What can be placed in sequence

The incident, rather than the publication date

The Houthi spokesman’s account specifies two strikes at 11:29 on Sunday 27 September and identifies Saudi F-15
aircraft. That precision is a claim within his statement, not a timing result derived from original camera files or
independently reviewed tracking data. [']

SABA’s health-ministry statement was published at 13:42:37 UTC+3 that day. It identifies commercial shops at the
Economic Corporation Market in Al-Ta’iziyah district and also mentions the radio station’s wall. The report does not
supply a measured impact map linking every named object to a particular strike. %!

Reuters subsequently reported the Yemeni government’s account that its forces attacked a Houthi camp and vehicles at
the junction. Three government military sources described a recently established camp near the market. This introduces
a military-target account without independently verifying the proximity or boundaries of the camp. [°!

Why one narrative cannot yet encompass every impact

A market and a military position can exist in the same wider locality. Accounts naming both need not describe the same
point of impact. Conversely, apparent agreement on a locality does not prove there were distinct strikes. The missing
evidence is spatial and temporal: independently located original recordings, a documented damage survey and
attributable operational records.

Arab News separately reported government officials’ description of attacks on Al-Estegbal base in Al-Huban. Its report
is relevant to the same day’s eastern-Taiz operation, but the public text does not establish that every base-related image

or casualty belongs to the market event. [°]

DATE CONTROL

SABA also reported strikes at Mawiyah junction on 26 September. Those reports precede this incident and fall
outside the requested window. Similar place names are not sufficient to reuse their images, strike counts or
casualties. ['?]

Reconstruction limit

No precise order of impacts, rescue arrival time, aircraft track, weapon-release record or final clearance time was
independently established. The report therefore stops short of a minute-by-minute reconstruction that the evidence
cannot sustain.
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03 / INCIDENT REPORTING TIMELINE

How the public account developed

This is a publication chronology, distinct from the event sequence. Where a publisher does not state its timezone, the

displayed clock is retained without conversion or a claim that it establishes order against another site.

DATE / PUBLISHER CLOCK

27 Sep - 11:29 Yemen time
claimed

27 Sep - 13:42:37 UTC+3

27 Sep - 18:25 displayed; updated

18:30
27 Sep - 21:45 displayed; updated

21:46

27 Sep - date only

28 Sep - 11:03 displayed update

28 Sep - Arabic commentary

29 Sep - this investigation

SELECTION RATIONALE

material examined. !

ISS GLOBAL

MATERIAL ADDITION AND EVIDENTIAL STATUS

Event time in the spokesman’s later account; 08:29 UTC / 09:29 BST. Not the
publication time of the statement. [']

SABA publishes the initial health-ministry account. This is a timestamped official
announcement, not an independently audited casualty register. %!

The Business Standard carries Reuters, including the government’s military-target
account. Display timezone is not established here. [°]

Arab News publishes two government officials’ account of Al-Estegbal base strikes.
Location linkage to the market remains unresolved. [°}

Sana’a economic ministry issues an Arabic statement on trade and property harm;
no itemised loss valuation. [©!

Gulf Today’s AFP dispatch includes a wider fighter/civilian casualty claim concerning
a series of strikes. [*]

26 September repeats the spokesman’s timing and aircraft narrative. Repetition
increases visibility, not the number of independent witnesses. [°!

Source-family audit, geographic context, visual review and explicitly qualified 48-
hour assessment.

Bahrain and the wider Gulf were screened for a recent, consequential case with usable evidence. The Saudi
interception report dated 26 September was outside the window. Mawiyah offered opposing-side reporting,
primary Arabic statements and a stated incident time. No Bahrain attack in the window was established from the
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04 / EVIDENCE AUDIT

REGIONAL INCIDENT INVESTIGATION

Competing accounts and incompatible

denominators

PROPOSITION

A strike event occurred in eastern
Taiz

Saudi F-15s struck the market

Yemeni government forces hit
military targets

Civilian commerce was damaged

Responsibility or lawfulness is
settled

Casualty reconciliation

SUPPORT / LIMITATION

Opposing-side accounts and published smoke imagery support the occurrence of
strikes. Exact impact-by-impact matching remains incomplete. [¥1[°]

Houthi spokesman’s allegation. No independent aircraft identification, sortie record
or recovered munition evidence examined. [']

Government claim carried by Reuters; Arab News adds officials’ base account. A
second publication is not a neutral battle-damage assessment. [5}(°]

Sana’a economic ministry describes commercial damage. No independently verified
property inventory or loss total was obtained. (!

Unsupported. None of the examined material is a completed independent
investigation or adjudicated finding.

The initial health account is 7 dead + 40 injured = 47 people; five children are included among the injured. The
spokesman’s approximate figure of fifty killed or wounded is not a separate population to add to that total. ['}[°]

AFP later cited Houthi sources for nearly thirty fighters killed and eight civilians dead in a series of strikes. That scope

is broader and its breakdown differs. This report does not sum it with the market figures, replace the initial toll with it,

or infer that the difference identifies additional victims at one site.

Confidence statement

4]

Relatively strong: publication of opposing accounts and official statements. Moderate: broad same-day eastern-Taiz
strike occurrence. Limited: the precise 48-hour timing, exact strike footprint and casualty allocation. Unresolved:
platform-to-impact attribution, munition identity and intent.

ATTRIBUTION DISCIPLINE

The public record confirms that these statements were made. It does not independently prove every statement’s

contents. No named individual is identified here as a perpetrator or suspect.

ISS GLOBAL
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05 / VISUAL AND TECHNICAL EXAMINATION

Smoke 1s evidence of an event, not a weapon
1dentity

Plate 1 - Arab News, 27 September 2026; credited “Screenshot/South24 Center”. Publisher caption places the view in eastern Taiz following
Sunday’s reported airstrikes. Exact camera position, capture time and relationship to the market footprint were not independently verified. [5]

Image observations

Dense grey and dark smoke rises beyond low buildings and green terrain. The main obscured area is not fully visible.
The still contains no legible weapon marking, identifiable aircraft, authenticated casualty count or measured crater. It
cannot demonstrate a specific munition, explosive fill or initiation mechanism.

Platform, payload and secondary effects

The public aircraft identification remains an attributed claim. Arab News describes apparent secondary ammunition
explosions in videos; a single still cannot reproduce that sequence or verify the proposed cause. Stored material,
primary strike effects and subsequent fires must remain distinct technical possibilities rather than one asserted
mechanism. ['1[5]

No authenticated weapon fragment, serial number, laboratory examination, fuze component, release footage or scene
recovery record was available. No payload mass, guidance type, explosive composition, accuracy figure or blast-radius
estimate is assigned.

IMAGE PROVENANCE AND EXCLUSIONS

This is publisher-linked documentary imagery, not a generated reconstruction or independently geolocated
camera original. The Al-labelled illustration in the Reuters syndication was excluded, as was an unrelated parade
photograph. No verified device, payload or suspect portrait was obtained. (/{8
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06 / ARABIC OSINT EXPLOITATION

Preserve the speaker and the strength of the claim

Arabic sources were examined for event timing, place terminology and economic consequences. This adds access to the
original claims and exposes common-source repetition; it does not automatically supply independent corroboration.

ARABIC WORDING / SOURCE TRANSLATION AND ANALYTICAL USE

agle (9 00 [11.(6] Mawiyah junction. A locality label, not a surveyed point. English spellings Mawiyah
and Mawiya are treated as transliteration variants.

osle (1] Two air raids/strikes in the spokesman’s account. Do not translate this into a verified
count of bombs, impact points or sorties.

Ouidbolgoll @Iﬂi olas (6] People’s sources of livelihood. The economic statement addresses commercial
consequences beyond the immediate casualty announcement.

> day > [6] War crime. Here it is the ministry’s allegation; it is not adopted as an adjudicated

finding.

What the Arabic record adds

Almotamar’s reproduction supplies the precise time used to test the user’s window. The later 26 September commentary
repeats that clock and aircraft account. These are two publications of aligned claims, not two independent timing
measurements. ['/[°]

The economic ministry describes damage to shops and property, disrupted commerce and supplies, and an intention to
document losses. It provides no quantified loss account. Those points support questions for follow-up, not a verified
estimate of business interruption. ¢!

Source-family controls

SABA and other outlets repeating the Houthi health ministry form one casualty-claim family. Reuters and AFP are
separate reporting organisations, but quotations of that same ministry do not become additional medical registers.

Reuters syndications are one wire family; DW’s agency-derived coverage is not a separate on-site investigation.
(21,(31,(41.[7],[8]

TRANSLATION METHOD

Short quoted phrases are translated by ISS Global for this edition. Military and legal labels retain attribution.
“Reported”, “claimed” and “preliminary” are carried through to the English assessment; rhetorical certainty in a
source is not converted into evidential certainty.
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07 / CONSEQUENCES AND REGIONAL SIGNIFICANCE

Why this matters to Bahrain and the Gulf

Bahrain’s 28 September Cabinet statement condemned Houthi attacks on Saudi Arabia and treated Saudi security as
integral to Bahrain’s own. That is direct evidence of Bahrain’s regional policy position. It is not evidence identifying the
aircraft over Taiz. ['%

ISS Global assessment

For regional monitoring, the consequence is an attribution and escalation problem: adversaries can describe the same
period as attacks on civilian commerce, strikes on military reinforcement, or retaliation. Those descriptions have
different implications for public warning, political messaging and civilian-harm investigation. They should be tracked
separately rather than condensed into a single confirmed attack narrative.

This case does not, by itself, demonstrate a newly adopted tactic, a sustained increase in airstrikes or a threat to a

specific Bahraini facility. Such conclusions require a consistent incident series, verified time periods and a clearer
relationship between military activity and declared retaliation. The present report is an incident assessment, not a
statistical trend study.

Dfuze-compatible analytical record

FIELD GROUP RECOMMENDED TREATMENT

Event / time 27 September 2026; 11:29 UTC+3 as an attributed time. Preserve request-window
cut-off and timing uncertainty.

Location Mawiyah junction, eastern Taiz as reported locality. City-reference map only; exact
impact geometry unknown.

Actors / target Separate Houthi allegations, Yemeni government claims and independently
observable scene features.

Casualties Keep each published count, date, scope and provisional status. Do not add
overlapping or differently scoped totals.

Device / imagery Air-delivered weapon suspected from reporting; platform disputed, munition
unknown. Retain publisher credit and source-file hash.

Reuvision triggers Original geolocatable media; attributable mission record; documented debris
recovery; independent casualty review.

PRIORITY RESEARCH GAPS

The most useful next evidence would connect an exact location, time and impact to an attributable platform,
while independently identifying who was harmed. More copies of the same statements would add little. Preserve
corrections and competing claims rather than overwriting the original record.
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SOURCE REGISTER

Sources and access limitations

Accessed 29 September 2026. Numbered citations link to this register; external links lead to the examined public page or
syndication. Distinct publishers do not necessarily constitute independent evidence.

01 Houthi spokesman’s account of the Mawiyah strikes

Almotamar - Arabic - 27 September 2026

Full Arabic text examined on first retrieval; later refetch timed out. Political outlet reproducing Yahya Saree’s statement. Belligerent
claim, not independently verified flight or timing evidence.

almotamar.net / open source

02 Initial report: seven dead and forty injured

SABA / Sana’a Ministry of Health and Environment - 27 September 2026 - 13:42:37 UTC+3

Full original agency text examined. Houthi-administered ministry’s provisional figures and attribution; no patient-level list or
independent medical audit supplied.

www.saba.ye / open source

03 Seven killed in Taiz market strike, health ministry says

Reuters via The Business Standard - 27 September 2026 - 18:25; updated 18:30

Full wire copy examined; display timezone unspecified. Includes Yemeni government account and three military sources. Lead
image explicitly Al-generated and excluded.

www.tbsnews.net / open source

04 Houthis report Saudi strikes and wider casualties in Taiz

AFP via Gulf Today - 28 September 2026 - 11:03 displayed update

Full dispatch examined. Later fighter/civilian totals rely on Houthi sources and refer to a series of strikes. The Reuters-credited
illustration does not make AFP’s text a Reuters report.

www.gulftoday.ae / open source

05 Yemeni warplanes strike Houthi base east of Taiz

Arab News / Saeed Al-Batati - 27 September 2026 - 21:45; updated 21:46

Full original reporting examined. Two Yemeni government officials; military claims not independently validated. Published image
downloaded: Screenshot/South24 Center; exact footprint unverified.

www.arabnews.com / open source
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https://almotamar.net/news/187565.htm
https://www.saba.ye/en/news3797156.htm
https://www.tbsnews.net/worldbiz/middle-east/seven-people-killed-strike-market-yemen-houthi-run-health-ministry-says-1555266
https://www.gulftoday.ae/news/2026/09/28/houthis-say-saudi-strikes-on-yemens-taiz-leave-dozens-of-casualties
https://www.arabnews.com/middle-east/yemeni-warplanes-strike-major-houthi-military-base-east-of-taiz-3003418
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SOURCE REGISTER

Sources and access limitations

Accessed 29 September 2026. Numbered citations link to this register; external links lead to the examined public page or
syndication. Distinct publishers do not necessarily constitute independent evidence.

06

07

08

09

10

Ministry condemns attack on Mawiyah junction market

Sana’a Ministry of Economy, Industry and Investment - Arabic - 27 September 2026

Full primary Arabic statement examined. Houthi-authority account of commercial harm and political/legal allegations, not
independent economic measurement or adjudication.

www.moit.gov.ye / open source

Houthis report deadly strikes on Taiz market

DW / Jenipher Camino Gonzalez, with AFP and dpa - 27 September 2026

Full report examined. Explicitly notes inability to independently verify Houthi claims. Agency-derived, not an additional independent
scene investigation.

amp.dw.com / open source

Houthis accuse Saudi Arabia over deadly Taiz strikes

The Jerusalem Post staff and Reuters - 27 September 2026 - 18:04 displayed

Full text and photo caption examined. Reuters material overlaps [3]. Incident photo credited Social Media/via Reuters; direct image
transfer blocked. Parade lead image excluded.

www.jpost.com / open source

Commentary on the Sunday Taiz attack

26 September / Sana’a military-affiliated outlet - Arabic - 28 September 2026

Full Arabic text examined. Repeats the 11:29 and aircraft account; same belligerent origin as [1], not a separate clock or
independent confirmation.

26sep.net / open source

Weekly Cabinet meeting

Office of the Prime Minister, Bahrain - Arabic - 28 September 2026

Official indexed Arabic extract examined; direct page returned HTTP 403. Used only for Bahrain’s stated solidarity with Saudi
security, not attribution of the Taiz strike.

www.pmo.gov.bh / open source
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https://www.moit.gov.ye/news/%D9%88%D8%B2%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%82%D8%AA%D8%B5%D8%A7%D8%AF-%D8%AA%D8%AF%D9%8A%D9%86-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%AF%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D8%B9%D9%88%D8%AF%D9%8A-%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%89-%D8%B3%D9%88%D9%82-%D9%85%D9%81%D8%B1%D9%82-%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%88%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D8%AA%D8%B9%D8%B2
https://amp.dw.com/en/yemen-houthis-report-deadly-saudi-strikes-on-taiz-market/a-79450102
https://www.jpost.com/middle-east/article-909875
https://26sep.net/index.php/more/reports/136210-2x3m
https://www.pmo.gov.bh/article/hrh-the-crown-prince-and-prime-minister-chairs-the-weekly-cabinet-meeting-2026-09-28
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SOURCE REGISTER

Sources and access limitations

Accessed 29 September 2026. Numbered citations link to this register; external links lead to the examined public page or
syndication. Distinct publishers do not necessarily constitute independent evidence.

11

12

13

14

15

Saudi interceptions reported near Riyadh and Khamis Mushait

Saudi Gazette - 26 September 2026 - 15:14 displayed

Indexed report screened for candidate selection. Event dated 26 September, outside the requested rolling window; not merged into
this incident.

saudigazette.com.sa / open source

Earlier airstrikes at Mawiyah junction

SABA - 26 September 2026 - 16:03:58 UTC+3

Indexed original agency account examined for date separation. Earlier same-place reporting, excluded from the 27 September
reconstruction and casualty count.

www.saba.ye / open source

Taiz: city reference and local time

Wikipedia / Taiz geographic entry - Accessed 29 September 2026

Used narrowly for city coordinate 13.57889° N, 44.02194° E and UTC+3. A secondary geographic reference, not a verified strike
location.

en.wikipedia.org / open source

World Topographic Map

Esri and geographic contributors - Exports acquired 29 September 2026

Actual raster basemap; returned extents retained. Map projection EPSG:3857, reference coordinate EPSG:4326. Sources credited
beneath maps.

services.arcgisonline.com / open source

Export Map: output image and returned extent

Esri developer documentation - Accessed 29 September 2026

Method reference for geographic projection. Reference marker and scale bars calculated from the returned map extents; no
invented attack track or target polygon.

developers.arcgis.com / open source

Edition limits. No site visit, original military record, laboratory evidence or independent casualty register was available. A4 portrait,
12 mm content margins, authentic 30 mm ISS Global coin, embedded fonts and images, full-page ivory wash. Nimbus Roman/Sans
are the documented fallback to unavailable production-kit fonts. PDF is the verified print master. Browser print engines may differ.
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https://saudigazette.com.sa/article/664868/saudi-arabia/saudi-arabia-intercepts-houthi-drones-ballistic-missile-targeting-riyadh-khamis-mushait
https://www.saba.ye/en/news3796622.htm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Taiz
https://services.arcgisonline.com/ArcGIS/rest/services/World_Topo_Map/MapServer
https://developers.arcgis.com/rest/services-reference/enterprise/export-map/
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