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Lithuania: Starlink Arson Attempt
Vilnius, 18 October 2026 — reconstruction, attribution and European

context

REPORTING /  REVIEW WINDOW

Incident: 18 October 2026. Reporting reviewed: 18–19 October.
Evidence cutoff: 19 October 2026, 14:50 BST.

ISSUE DATE

2026-10-19

An investigation of the attempted arson at Starlink ground infrastructure, the

reported limited damage and the ensuing security response.

Lithuanian-language reporting is examined alongside Reuters and a Polish primary investigative statement. The report

distinguishes the physical incident, official attribution and comparison with foreign cases.

Includes regional and urban maps, clearly labelled archival imagery, event reconstruction, reporting chronology,

evidence audit and Dfuze investigative priorities.
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01  /  EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

What happened and its threat significance

COUNTRY

Lithuania

WHERE

Aukštieji Paneriai, Vilnius; Delska

Lithuania premises. [2] [3]

WHEN

18 October 2026, about 02:00 EEST. Updates

through 19 October. [5]

What happened

This report reconstructs the attempted arson of Starlink ground infrastructure and examines its consequences, official

attribution and European comparison cases. Lithuanian officials reported a contained fire, minor damage and no service

disruption. The prime minister subsequently described limited scorching of control equipment and announced stronger

infrastructure protection. [3] [5] [6]

Threat significance

ISS Global assessment. The attempt highlights physical risk to communications infrastructure serving civilian and

military users. The government’s Russia-linked sabotage assessment makes cross-border investigation and protection of

essential services immediate priorities. [2] [5]

EXECUTIVE JUDGEMENT

Treat this as a serious attempted infrastructure attack with limited reported operational effect. Preserve the

distinction between official attribution and established evidential links while pursuing the European comparison.
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02  /  INVESTIGATION

Location and incident scope

Lithuania in regional context. The Vilnius marker is a city reference, not the facility. WGS84 input; EPSG:3857 basemap. North up;

independently checked 100 km scale. [11] [12]

Vilnius urban context. Reporting places the incident in Aukštieji Paneriai, southwest of the city centre, on Jurgio Tiškevičiaus Street. No

precise facility point, access route or attack path is plotted. City reference: 54.68916°N, 25.2798°E; 10 km scale. [2] [11] [12]

This is a nominated incident investigation covering the 18 October attempt and public developments through 19

October, 14:50 BST. Poland and Bulgaria are comparison cases; the separate Lithuanian drone event is not merged with

this record.

REFERENCE LOCATIONS — PRECISION AS CAPTIONED

Vilnius reference
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Sources: Esri, HERE, Garmin, Intermap, increment P, GEBCO, USGS, FAO, NPS, NRCAN, GeoBase, IGN, Kadaster NL, Ordnance Survey, METI, Esri
Japan, OpenStreetMap and GIS user community
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03  /  INVESTIGATION

Reconstruction: attempt, containment, inquiry

At approximately 02:00 on 18 October, an attempted arson targeted Starlink infrastructure on the outskirts of Vilnius.

Reuters quoted crisis-management chief Vilmantas Vitkauskas reporting rapid extinguishment, minor property damage

and no operational disruption. That time is approximately 23:00 UTC on 17 October, or 00:00 BST on 18 October. [5]

LRT’s 19 October account quotes the fire service describing an incident around 02:30 on Jurgio Tiškevičiaus Street. It

says employees extinguished the fire before firefighters arrived. Police spokesman Ramūnas Matonis confirmed a pre-

trial investigation into property damage by a publicly dangerous method. [2]

The next-day PM briefing identifies Delska Lithuania. Sinkevičius said a guard detected the fire, antennas did not ignite

and the control unit was slightly scorched. He described incendiary liquids and Molotov cocktails. These are attributed

descriptions, not results of an examination available to ISS Global. [3]

SEQUENCE INTERPRETATION

Before the attempt The PM initially described a warning and strengthened security. The later

clarification says the warning was precautionary, informed by incidents abroad.
[1] [4]

About 02:00–02:30 local Approximate attack time and fire-service reporting time differ. They need not be

contradictory; no dispatch log establishes the interval.

After detection Containment preceded arrival of firefighters, according to the fire-service

account. [2]

18–19 October Authorities searched for suspects and developed the investigation; early official

statements did not report Lithuanian arrests. [1] [2]

ISS Global assessment. “Attempted” describes failure to achieve the apparent intended destructive result, not

necessarily an absence of flame or damage. The chronology supports containment of a real fire, while the exact

sequence awaits incident records.
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04  /  INVESTIGATION

What the imagery can establish

Context photograph — not attack aftermath. Marius Skuodis, reproduced by Militarnyi on 18 October 2026 as a Lithuanian Starlink ground

station. Archival association: AeroTime embeds a station post dated 10 April 2022. Original capture date and an exact match to the affected

equipment were not independently established. [9] [10]

Visible features. The photograph shows several rounded white antenna enclosures on fixed bases. It supplies context

for ground infrastructure but cannot show the 2026 fire, damaged control equipment, recovered containers or suspect

activity.

The original distinction matters: a photograph appearing in an incident article is not automatically a photograph of that

incident. No authenticated Lithuanian attack-aftermath, recovered-device or suspect image was established in the

reviewed material. The lead photograph in AeroTime is explicitly of an English station and was excluded. [10]

The report therefore uses this clearly labelled archival view alongside geographic maps. It does not substitute a generic

burning antenna or generated reconstruction for missing physical evidence. Any later scene image should retain its

original file, source, publication time and verified event association.
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05  /  INVESTIGATION

Technical and service-impact assessment

PROPOSITION WHAT THE RECORD SUPPORTS LIMIT

Reported means PM describes incendiary liquids and

Molotov cocktails. [3]

No laboratory result, recovered-

device examination or verified

exhibit image.

Reported damage Antennas did not ignite; control unit

slightly scorched, according to the PM. [3]

No equipment-level damage

survey obtained.

Operational result No disruption reported by crisis-

management and police officials. [1] [5]

No independent network telemetry

or operator service report

examined.

Potential effect Vitkauskas said successful damage could

have affected connectivity, while other

stations exist. [2]

No quantified loss of capacity or

Ukrainian mission impact

established.

ISS Global assessment. The public record distinguishes apparent intent from achieved effect. It supports an attempted

attack on communications infrastructure and a limited reported outcome. It does not support a claim that this incident

disconnected Ukraine, destroyed the station or disabled the satellite network.

Treat the reported incendiary method as an arson examination question. Chemical identity, original quantity, ignition

arrangement and item association remain unresolved. The generic description does not establish an explosive device; no

IED component table is warranted.

The most useful technical follow-up is documentary: a competent fire-origin assessment, the operator’s damage report,

dated equipment imagery and contemporaneous service records. These could separate heat damage, precautionary

shutdown and actual customer impact without relying on the apparent severity of a headline.

The same reasoning prevents a second conflation: service restrictions reported elsewhere in the Starlink system are not

evidence that this Lithuanian fire caused them. A causal claim needs a time-aligned operational record and an identified

mechanism.
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06  /  INVESTIGATION

Attribution and the European comparison

Vitkauskas framed the Lithuanian incident as Russia-linked sabotage intended to affect Ukraine and linked it to Poland

and Bulgaria. Reuters also records Moscow’s general rejection of such accusations. This establishes a significant official

attribution, not a publicly demonstrated chain of command. [5]

CASE EVIDENCE AVAILABLE FOR COMPARISON RELATIONSHIP STATUS

Lithuania, 18 October Attempted arson; limited reported damage;

ongoing inquiry. [2] [3]

Nominated event.

Wola Krobowska, Poland, 23

September

ABW says deliberate arson damaged station

power equipment. Its 16 October release

describes forensic and video evidence and two

arrests in Germany on 12 October under Polish

warrants. [7]

Comparable target class;

no public Lithuanian

suspect or forensic match

demonstrated.

Near Sofia, Bulgaria, October BTA’s 15 October indexed report states suspects

were identified in the antenna arson

investigation. [8]

Comparison lead; precise

event date and linkage

unresolved in the reviewed

record.

ABW separately describes a reconnaissance suspect and continuing work on organisers. That is more specific

investigative reporting than a general sabotage warning, but it concerns Poland. Its evidence cannot be imported into the

Lithuanian case as though the same persons, devices or communications were recovered. [7]

ISS Global assessment. Repeated targeting of the same service makes cross-border comparison justified. It does not by

itself establish one team or sponsor. Discriminating links would include authenticated communications, funding,

identified participants or forensic associations—not merely similar targets and timing.

The wider campaign hypothesis is credible enough to investigate and to inform precautionary protection. The public

attribution should remain a separately sourced claim until the evidence supports a stronger finding. No individual is

identified here as a Lithuanian perpetrator.
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07  /  INVESTIGATION

Reporting chronology and a key clarification

PUBLICATION DATE / TIME WHAT CHANGED

18 October, 11:13; updated

14:11

LRT carries the PM’s initial Russia-linked assessment, warning account and

police description of limited effects. [1]

18 October Reuters records Vitkauskas’s sabotage attribution and no-disruption account. [5]

19 October, 08:32; updated

09:54

LRT / ELTA specifies the police inquiry and fire-service response. [2]

19 October, 12:54 TV3 / ELTA reports the PM’s account of guard detection, incendiary means and

control-unit scorching. [3]

19 October, 13:12 TV3 / ELTA clarifies that the warning followed overseas incidents, rather than

specific advance intelligence. [4]

19 October, 10:15 UTC Reuters reports the announced increase in critical-infrastructure preparedness

and protection. [6]

Lithuanian publisher times above are retained as displayed; Lithuania was two hours ahead of BST. Reuters supplies

UTC explicitly. Publication times describe when information entered the public record, not when the underlying action

occurred.

Warning clarification. On 19 October the PM said intelligence did not have advance information about this particular

planned attack. The earlier warning was a preventive response to comparable incidents elsewhere. A precautionary

warning and absence of specific intelligence can both be true. [4]

ISS Global assessment. This is a useful example of how a report matures without necessarily reversing its core

account. Preserve both dated statements, explain the distinction, and avoid claiming either that authorities knew the

attack plan or that no warning was issued.

The security meeting also considered a separate drone incident. Its inclusion on the same agenda does not establish

coordination with the arson attempt. The announced additional protection is a policy response; deployment completion

is not demonstrated by the announcement alone. [6]

ISS GLOBAL 2026-10-19 08 / 11



ISS GLOBAL /  L ITHUANIA /  STARLINK INFRASTRUCTURE INCIDENT INVESTIGATION

08  /  INVESTIGATION

Evidence audit and investigative priorities

EVIDENCE STRAND PRESENT VALUE NEXT DISCRIMINATING RECORD

Official statements via

Lithuanian media

Specific accounts of discovery,

response, reported damage and

warning rationale.

Original briefing recordings, fire-service

log and operator statement.

Physical means Attributed incendiary description. Competent examination and recovery

records; preserve item association and

exact scope.

Service continuity Officials report no interruption. Operator incident report and time-aligned

service telemetry.

Attribution Government campaign allegation

and comparable foreign cases.

Public charges or findings tying actors,

instructions or forensic evidence to this

scene.

Imagery Archive context only; no verified

aftermath exhibit.

Original scene files with provenance and

location/date association.

Source independence. LRT, TV3 and other outlets often transmit the same ELTA, BNS or official briefing. Multiple

headlines corroborate that statements were made; they do not multiply the underlying physical evidence. The Reuters

account is a separate journalistic record but still relies on official information.

Dfuze case building. Keep the incident, statements, images and foreign comparisons as separate records. Store

Lithuanian original wording beside the English translation. Record occurrence time, publication time and access time

independently. Link a foreign case as a comparison opportunity, not an established common-perpetrator relationship.

Executive use. The briefing-level conclusion is an attempted infrastructure attack with limited reported effect and a

consequential protective response. The investigative task is to establish the mechanism, participants and any

transnational links. That separation supports immediate decisions while preserving a defensible evidence trail.

Update triggers. A Lithuanian arrest or charge, operator damage finding, authenticated scene imagery, forensic result

or formal attribution evidence would justify a revised edition. Later findings should supplement the source history

rather than erase earlier uncertainty.
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SOURCE REGISTER

Sources 01–06
Source families and access limits are recorded below. Repetition of a statement is not independent proof.

01 Prime minister links attempted arson at company housing Starlink equipment to Russia [translated]

LRT / ELTA / BNS · 18 October 2026, 11:13; updated 14:11 displayed

Family: Lithuanian official statements / LRT Radio · Accessed 19 October 2026. Full Lithuanian article downloaded and reviewed;

translated by ISS Global. Police, PM and minister statements are attributed accounts, not independent physical examinations.

https://www.lrt.lt/naujienos/lietuvoje/2/3086039/premjeras-bandymu-padegti-imone-kurioje-saugoma-starlink-iranga-sieja-su-rusija

02 Matonis: pre-trial investigation into attempted Starlink arson [translated]

LRT / ELTA · 19 October 2026, 08:32; updated 09:54 displayed

Family: Police and fire-service statements via ELTA · Accessed 19 October 2026. Full downloaded Lithuanian text. Fire-service

spokesman and police accounts; no underlying dispatch log or forensic report obtained. Generic police photo excluded.

https://www.lrt.lt/naujienos/lietuvoje/2/3087045/matonis-del-bandymo-padegti-starlink-rysio-iranga-atliekamas-ikiteisminis-tyrimas

03 Sinkevicius: Molotov cocktails used in attempted arson of Starlink equipment [translated]

TV3 / ELTA · 19 October 2026, 12:54 displayed

Family: PM post-security-commission briefing / ELTA · Accessed 19 October 2026. Full Lithuanian article downloaded. Preserves

PM description of incendiaries, guard detection and limited control-unit scorching. No chemical examination or device exhibit

available.

https://www.tv3.lt/naujiena/lietuva/sinkevicius-starlink-iranga-meginta-padegti-naudojant-molotovo-kokteilius-n1560943

04 Sinkevicius: intelligence had no advance information about attempted Starlink arson [translated]

TV3 / ELTA · 19 October 2026, 13:12 displayed

Family: Same PM briefing / ELTA · Accessed 19 October 2026. Full downloaded Lithuanian text reviewed. Clarifies precautionary

warning versus intelligence of a specific planned attack. Not an independent warning-system audit.

https://www.tv3.lt/naujiena/lietuva/sinkevicius-zvalgyba-neturejo-informacijos-apie-bandyma-padegti-starlink-iranga-n1560959

05 Lithuania says attempted Starlink arson was Russia-linked sabotage

Reuters via Internazionale · 18 October 2026

Family: Reuters / Vitkauskas briefing · Accessed 19 October 2026. Full syndicated English report reviewed. Official Russia/

campaign attribution remains attributed. Syndicated reproductions count as one family; source includes Moscow’s general

rejection of sabotage allegations.

https://www.internazionale.it/ultime-notizie-reuters/2026/10/18/lithuania-says-attempted-starlink-arson-was-russia-linked-sabotage

06 Lithuania to increase security at critical infrastructure, prime minister says

Reuters · 19 October 2026, 10:15 UTC

Family: Reuters / PM security announcement · Accessed 19 October 2026. Indexed report reviewed. Used narrowly for announced

protection increase; not evidence of deployment completion or an independently established attacker.

https://www.reuters.com/business/media-telecom/lithuania-increase-security-critical-infrastructure-prime-minister-says-2026-10-19/
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SOURCE REGISTER

Sources 07–12
Source families and access limits are recorded below. Repetition of a statement is not independent proof.

07 Starlink arson: from ABW and police findings to arrests in Germany [translated]

Polish Internal Security Agency — ABW · 16 October 2026

Family: Polish investigating authority — primary · Accessed 19 October 2026. Full Polish statement reviewed. Describes

September incident and October procedural steps. Allegations, charges and remand do not establish guilt; underlying exhibits not

public in this record.

https://www.abw.gov.pl/pl/aktualnosci/2846,Podpalenie-stacji-Starlink-Od-ustalen-ABW-i-Policji-do-zatrzyman-w-Niemczech.html

08 Suspects identified in arson attack on Starlink communication antennas in Bulgaria

BTA · 15 October 2026

Family: Bulgarian officials / BTA · Accessed 19 October 2026. Indexed title and excerpt only; full open rate-limited. Used for

investigative announcement, not definitive attack date, suspect count or attribution.

https://www.bta.bg/en/news/1225526-suspects-identified-in-arson-attack-on-starlink-communication-antennas-in-bulgar

09 Starlink Gateway Station Serving Ukraine Targeted in Arson Attempt in Lithuania

Militarnyi · 18 October 2026, 16:33 displayed

Family: Secondary synthesis / Marius Skuodis image · Accessed 19 October 2026. Full article and image bytes reviewed.

Photograph credited to Marius Skuodis and captioned a Lithuanian ground station; treated as archival context, not attack

aftermath. Operational claims not independently adopted.

https://militarnyi.com/en/news/starlink-gateway-station-serving-ukraine-targeted-in-arson-attempt-in-lithuania/

10 Lithuania suspects Russian sabotage after attempt to burn Starlink site in Vilnius

AeroTime · 19 October 2026

Family: Secondary synthesis · Accessed 19 October 2026. Article embeds a Skuodis station post dated 10 April 2022. Used to flag

archive-image risk. Lead image depicts England and is excluded; inconsistent Bulgaria date is not adopted.

https://www.aerotime.aero/articles/lithuania-starlink-arson-russian-sabotage/amp

11 Vilnius geographic coordinates

Geodatos · Undated entry

Family: Geographic reference · Accessed 19 October 2026. WGS84 reference 54.68916 N, 25.2798 E; city centre only. Checked

against basemap geography, not claimed as the attack site.

https://www.geodatos.net/en/coordinates/lithuania/vilnius

12 World Topographic Map: Lithuania and Vilnius static exports

Esri and contributors · 19 October 2026

Family: Geographic basemap · Accessed 19 October 2026. EPSG:3857 returned extents; credits retained on maps. Static use

terms: https://doc.arcgis.com/en/arcgis-online/reference/static-maps.htm . Independent scale calculations retained in issue record.

https://services.arcgisonline.com/ArcGIS/rest/services/World_Topo_Map/MapServer
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