ISS GLOBAL / UNITED KINGDOM / NORTHERN IRELAND / BELFAST INCIDENT INVESTIGATION

ISS GLOBAL / DAILY INCIDENT INVESTIGATION

Stanhope Street attack

North Belfast - suspected pipe-bomb attack

REPORTING / REVIEW WINDOW ISSUE DATE
16 October 2026 - reporting reviewed through 14:20 BST 2026-10-16

An evidence-led examination of an overnight explosion at an occupied family
home, its effects and the subsequent security response.

Nominated incident: the BBC article supplied by the user. This edition combines official reporting, resident accounts,
three published scene photographs, real maps and a descriptive PIECES assessment. It supports investigative leads and
traceable Dfuze records. ['1[]
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01/ EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

What happened and its threat significance

COUNTRY WHERE WHEN

E'g United Kingdom Stanhope Street, Carrick Hill, north 16 October 2026, about 03:00 BST (resident
Belfast, Northern Ireland. (216! account). [']

What happened

This report examines the reported pipe-bomb attack on an occupied family home, the damage and security response,
and the evidence relevant to further investigation. The resident and her four children escaped injury according to

reporting; police established cordons and evacuated nearby residents. ['1[°]

Threat significance

ISS Global assesses the incident as a serious threat to household safety with wider neighbourhood consequences. The
published damage and specialist-response imagery demonstrate why an attack with no reported injuries can still cause

displacement and substantial disruption. [¥I[“]

EXECUTIVE JUDGEMENT

Treat the event as a serious suspected IED attack on an occupied dwelling. Preserve the witness, official and
photographic records separately so that later findings can strengthen the case without obscuring their original
provenance.
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02 / RECONSTRUCTION

An occupied home, an overnight explosion

The core official record is narrow: the PSNI acknowledged an explosion at a house in the Stanhope Street area in the
early hours of Friday 16 October, with cordons and evacuation of local residents. It requested that the public and
motorists avoid the area. The statement reviewed does not specify the device construction or identify a perpetrator. [

The BBC interviewed resident Nicola Nugent, who described being awakened by the explosion at about 03:00 BST,
smoke and an effort to get her children out. It reported that a device had been put through the letterbox and that no one
was injured. Her belief that the house was mistakenly targeted is an attributed explanation, not an established finding
about the attacker’s intention. ']

The Irish News’s separate interview places the family upstairs before the blast and records their subsequent stay with
relatives. It reports four children and young people, including a toddler, in the household. The same resident is the
central witness in both interviews; publication by two outlets does not create two independent witnesses. [°]

Reconstruction boundaries

LAYER WHAT IT CONTRIBUTES

Official response Establishes that police publicly acknowledged an explosion and an active
security response. It does not independently validate every witness detail. [l

Resident account Provides the approximate event time and experience inside the home. The exact
sequence of contact with police and departure is not independently timed. ['1[!

Published photographs Show interior surface damage, a cordoned residential street and bomb-disposal
equipment. They are analysed separately from the witness narrative. ['114]

ISS Global assessment. This is a credible reported suspected IED incident affecting an occupied dwelling. A complete
forensic identification remains distinct from that incident classification.
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03 / TIMELINES

Event sequence and public reporting

Event chronology

TIME / DATE

About 03:00 BST, 16 October

After the explosion

Morning, 16 October

SUPPORTED EVENT

Explosion at the home, according to the resident’s account. Approximate
witness time; not a synchronised incident log. ['Il°!

Family leaves the house; later reporting describes temporary accommodation
with relatives. No exact times assigned. [!

Police cordons, evacuations and specialist response documented in reporting
and photographs. 2114l

Reporting timeline — all 16 October 2026

PUBLISHED / UPDATED

10:09 BST — BBC initial
publication

10:17 — Belfast Media

10:19 BST — News Letter

10:40 — 11:46 UK — Sky

12:12 BST — Irish News

13:49 BST — BBC modification

DEVELOPMENT

Page metadata establishes first publication. The retrieved version contains later
additions; do not assume all current text appeared initially. [']

Scene report, local councillor response and a street-cordon photograph. 4!
Locality placed near Clifton Street and Carrick Hill. (6!

Headline develops from explosion to pipe-bomb attack; attribution remains
police and councillor reporting. [°!

Detailed resident interview describes household exposure and displacement. [°]

Latest retrieved BBC metadata; resident interview and damage/response
imagery in the reviewed version. [']

Evidence cutoff: 16 October 2026, 14:20 BST. PSNI gives a date but no publication clock in the reviewed statement.
The timeline preserves that limitation rather than inserting it at a guessed position. A live-page modification timestamp

does not identify the time each sentence was added.
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04 / LOCATION

Stanhope Street in north Belfast

REFERENCE LOCATIONS — PRECISION AS CAPTIONED
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Map 1. Regional context; 50 km scale, north indicated. The marker identifies the Belfast locality. (7191
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Map 2. Stanhope Street area, Carrick Hill. Marker 54.6050°N, 5.9365°W: postcode reference, not the attacked property. Scale 0.5 km;
WGS84 input, EPSG:3857 display. [EI7118](°]

The mapped locality is corroborated against Clifton Street. No house, device position, suspect route or cordon perimeter
is inferred. Full basemap attribution is in source 9. [6l(&]
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05 / DAMAGE IMAGERY

The doorway photograph

Directly visible

The frame shows dark deposits across the inner door
surface, local disruption around the lower hinge/edge and
irregular damage to the floor immediately beside the
doorway. A letterbox is visible higher on the door.

These observations document the appearance of the
published scene. They do not identify the explosive, its
quantity, a particular container fragment or the exact
point of functioning.

Plate 1. Interior doorway and floor, published by Belfast Media on
16 October. Photographer unnamed; a corresponding handout
image appears in the BBC report. (14

Investigative contribution

The image is consistent with the reporting of damage at the entrance. Its evidential value is strongest as a visual record
of surfaces and their relationship to the doorways; it is weaker as a basis for reconstructing the device. There is no scale,
systematic coverage or accompanying examination record.

The portrait file was retrieved from the local publisher and is reproduced without cropping. This avoids the blurred side
panels in the BBC’s landscape presentation. The two presentations are not counted as independent photographs.
Publication association supports the scene attribution; original capture time and forensic chain of custody were not
supplied.

Questions for the case record

A competent examination could establish which marks and materials are associated with this event and which samples,
if any, were taken. The public photograph alone cannot establish that a hole was caused by added fragmentation rather
than another mechanism. No device remains are assigned an identity from this image.
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06 / RESPONSE IMAGERY

Two views of the security response

Plate 2. Tracked bomb-disposal equipment at the scene. Pacemaker / BBC, published 16 October. The adjacent bin is not established as a
device container or component. (1]

Plate 3. Police vehicle and cordon on Stanhope Street. Belfast Media, published 16 October; photographer not separately named. Shows
local restriction, not the full evacuation perimeter. (4]

Image observations. The first frame shows specialist equipment within a residential setting; the second shows tape
across the street and a police vehicle. Neither establishes a second device, a controlled explosion, an arrest or the
completion of the operation.

The images were selected for distinct investigative roles: interior damage, specialist response and neighbourhood
context. Generic police logos, an unrelated politician’s portrait and historic street imagery were excluded.
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07 / PIECES ASSESSMENT

A reported pipe bomb: component detail remains
sparse

Applicability: credible reporting describes a suspected pipe bomb. The PSNI statement reviewed confirms an explosion
but does not provide a technical identification. The assessment therefore retains suspected status. 124l

PIECES profile used here: S = Switch / activation mechanism. This replaces the earlier working adaptation “S =
System”; public-reference term: Switch. Overall functional assessment is recorded separately. [l

PIECES ELEMENT FINDING / EVIDENCE BASIS STATE / OUTSTANDING QUESTION
P — Power source No supporting component evidence in  Not reported. Was a source identified
reviewed reporting. by examination?
| — Initiator No attributed identification or Not reported. What does the
examination record. competent examination establish?
E — Explosive / energetic Explosion reported; no chemical or Unknown. What material, if any, was
material sample identification. %! identified in a documented sample?
C — Container “Pipe bomb” is a reported Reported description only. Material,
classification; no associated pipe dimensions and recovery association
remains shown. ['114] unresolved.
E — Enhancement No evidence of deliberately added Not reported, not confirmed absent.
effect-enhancing material. Do not infer enhancement from floor
damage.
S — Switch / activation No supported activation classification Unknown. Placement account does
mechanism or identified switch. not establish how functioning
occurred.

Overall functional assessment

The record supports an explosion associated in credible reporting with a suspected improvised device at a dwelling. It
does not support a wiring arrangement, initiation technology, charge composition or added-fragmentation conclusion.
The six headings organise the evidence gaps; they do not imply six recovered objects.
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08 / ATTRIBUTION AND EVIDENCE AUDIT

One witness across several outlets 1s still one
witness

CLAIM EVIDENCE AND INTERPRETATION

Explosion and evacuation Official PSNI acknowledgement; multiple outlets repeat it. Those repetitions are
one underlying official source. [?I56]

No injuries reported BBC account and local councillor statement support the public reporting. No
clinical or casualty register examined. [l

Letterbox placement Reported resident account. No independently authenticated delivery footage or
forensic placement reconstruction reviewed. ['I[?]

Mistaken identity Resident’s expressed belief. It does not identify an intended alternative victim or
establish motive. ['18]

Responsibility No named suspect, arrest or claim of responsibility established in the reviewed
sources. Do not infer a group from locality or device label.

Conflicting detail and publication dependence

The Irish News gives the youngest child’s age as 19 months, while the BBC quotes a broader description of a one-year-
old. These are compatible levels of precision. This report avoids reproducing the children’s full age profile because it
adds little to the technical reconstruction. ['I]

Early Irish News reporting described a device as thrown at a property, while later interviews describe letterbox
placement. The latter is the more specific attributed account, but remains witness reporting. The case record should
preserve the wording and date of each source rather than silently convert the early headline into a technical finding. ['"]

ISS Global assessment

The public record establishes a serious attack allegation and a substantial response. It does not yet support attribution
beyond the unidentified person or persons described in reporting. Political condemnation is evidence of community
reaction, not a police charging decision or proof of a particular offence.
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09 / THREAT SIGNIFICANCE AND INVESTIGATIVE LEADS

Use the report as a traceable starting point

Threat significance

ISS Global assessment. An overnight explosion at an occupied home creates a potential life-safety emergency beyond
any immediately recorded injury count. The resident’s account of smoke and the published damage image explain why
the absence of injuries should not be confused with an absence of serious consequences. ['ll4]

The Irish News records displacement to relatives and the family’s distress. Those effects belong in the consequence
record alongside physical damage and neighbourhood restrictions. They should not be translated into a numerical
severity score without a defined method. [°!

Dfuze case-building priorities

RECORD OR TASK PURPOSE

Incident and location One current incident, dated 16 October; approximate street reference kept
distinct from any later verified scene coordinates.

Source assertions Separate police confirmation, resident testimony, councillor statements and
analyst assessment; retain source families and publication versions.

Media association Preserve original files, publisher URLs, access dates and hashes. Link each
image to the proposition it supports, not to assumed device components.

Device record Suspected status; PIECES fields use unknown/not reported where appropriate.
Later forensic findings require an actual examination reference.

Attribution lead Record mistaken identity as a witness belief. Do not manufacture a suspect,
group or intended victim to complete fields.

Priority evidence gaps

The most useful next records would be the police investigation update, a competent scene and recovery report, and any
authenticated chronology that clarifies placement and functioning. A future update should state precisely what changed,
preserve earlier accounts and avoid treating a new headline as independent corroboration.

For a major-incident briefing, lead with location, time, reported household exposure, response and community impact.
For investigation, retain the underlying source and media relationships. This report does not assert that a statutory major
incident was declared.
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SOURCE REGISTER

Sources 01-06

Source families and access limits are recorded below. Repetition of a statement is not independent proof.

01

02

03

04

05

06

Mum of four says pipe bomb attack was case of mistaken identity

BBC News NI — Catherine Morrison - 16 October 2026; published 10:09 BST; modified 13:49 BST

Family: BBC reporting / resident interview - Accessed 16 October 2026. Full article retrieved directly; search reader failed. Exact
publication/modification timestamps from page metadata. Headline differs from SEO title. Images credited Handout and
Pacemaker; statements attributed.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cvlyd2rxrj8xo

North Belfast security alert

Police Service of Northern Ireland - 16 October 2026; publication clock not provided

Family: PSNI official statement - Accessed 16 October 2026. Complete short statement available in search index; direct retrieval
returned 403. Confirms explosion, cordons and evacuations; does not technically identify a pipe bomb in this statement.

https://www.psni.police.uk/latest-news/north-belfast-security-alert

19-month-old baby escapes injury in north Belfast pipe bomb attack on family home

The Irish News — Connla Young - 16 October 2026, 12:12 BST

Family: Irish News resident interview - Accessed 16 October 2026. Full indexed article reviewed. Detailed resident account; same
witness as BBC, not a second independent witness to the explosion. No police forensic report.

https://uk.irishnews.com/news/northern-ireland/19-month-old-baby-escapes-injury-in-north-belfast-pipe-bomb-attack-on-family-
home-H5M7EEMNTVGBTCFCEPBZLKH7NQ/

Residents evacuated after explosion at house in Carrick Hill

Belfast Media — Aodhan O Baoill - 16 October 2026, 10:17 displayed

Family: Belfast Media scene reporting / JJ Magee statement - Accessed 16 October 2026. Direct page text and two image files
retrieved. Outlet states it is at scene. Councillor quotation is the same statement repeated elsewhere. Damage-photo photographer
not named.

https://belfastmedia.com/residents-evacuated-after-explosion-at-house-in-carrick-hill-eb9e9085-2649-4f1d-8d98-dab4815b5dee

Homes evacuated after pipe bomb attack in Belfast

Sky News - 16 October 2026; 11:46 UK update

Family: PSNI / JJ Magee statements - Accessed 16 October 2026. Indexed full text reviewed. Repeats official and councillor
accounts; not independent device examination. Earlier headline at 10:40 referred only to an explosion.

https://news.sky.com/story/homes-evacuated-after-pipe-bomb-attack-in-belfast-13599885

Police at scene after explosion in North Belfast

News Letter — lain Gray - 16 October 2026, 10:19 BST

Family: News Letter / PSNI statement - Accessed 16 October 2026. Indexed article reviewed. Gives Clifton Street / Carrick Hill
locality. Google street image is context, not an incident photograph; excluded from plates.

https://www.newsletter.co.uk/news/emergency-incident/police-at-scene-after-explosion-in-north-belfast-9291425
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SOURCE REGISTER

Sources 07-11

Source families and access limits are recorded below. Repetition of a statement is not independent proof.

07

08

09

10

11

BT13 1BB — Stanhope Street, Belfast

Check My Postcode - Undated; accessed 16 October 2026

Family: Postcode geographic reference - Accessed 16 October 2026. Coordinates 54.605, -5.9365. Postcode representative point,
not the attacked house; secondary geographic reference.

https://checkmypostcode.uk/bt131bb

Stanhope Street / Srdid Stanhope

Belfast Street Names - Undated; accessed 16 October 2026

Family: Local geographic reference - Accessed 16 October 2026. Describes residential cul-de-sac accessed from Clifton Street.
Used only to corroborate locality; historical naming discussion not used.

https://www.belfaststreetnames.com/stanhope-street/

World Topographic Map

Esri ArcGIS Online - Static exports acquired 16 October 2026

Family: Basemap - Accessed 16 October 2026. Returned extent and independent scale records retained. Geographic context only.
Sources: Esri, HERE, Garmin, Intermap, increment P Corp., GEBCO, USGS, FAO, NPS, NRCAN, GeoBase, IGN, Kadaster NL,
Ordnance Survey, Esri Japan, METI, Esri China (Hong Kong), (c) OpenStreetMap contributors, and the GIS User Community

https://services.arcgisonline.com/ArcGlS/rest/services/World_Topo_Map/MapServer

A Journey Through PIECES of SPICE PIES: Technical Component Classification

Counter-IED Report — Paul Amoroso - Spring/Summer 2025

Family: Technical terminology reference - Accessed 16 October 2026. Full article reviewed for component-role terminology. Uses
Switch(es). Taxonomy supports headings only, not facts about this incident. No institutional doctrine attribution asserted.

https://counteriedreport.com/a-journey-through-pieces-of-spice-pies-what-components-make-up-an-ied-technical-component-
classification/

Belfast residents evacuated after suspected pipe bomb thrown at home

The Irish News — Mark Robinson - 16 October 2026, 09:58 BST

Family: Irish News / PSNI and JJ Magee statements - Accessed 16 October 2026. Full indexed article. Early placement wording
retained as publication history, not a forensic finding; same underlying statements as sources 2 and 4.

https://www.irishnews.com/news/northern-ireland/belfast-residents-evacuated-after-suspected-pipe-bomb-thrown-at-home-
BR3E4025WJGC5FVTGGXBOBRQAY/
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