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GRC-ATT-ATH-2026-11

Incendiary device targets building housing minister’s political
office
Two masked individuals reportedly placed a gas-canister device at the street-level entrance of a Kolonaki apartment
building containing Migration and Asylum Minister Thanos Plevris’s political office. The blast damaged the
entrance and glazing without reported injury.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
At about 02:10–02:15 on 1 November 2026, an improvised incendiary device functioned at the entrance of an apartment
building on Alexandrou Soutsou Street in Kolonaki, central Athens. Thanos Plevris, Greece’s Migration and Asylum Minister,
maintains a political office on the building’s third floor.

The blast damaged the main entrance door and shattered glass, dispersing fragments into the surrounding area. No injuries
were reported. Bomb-disposal officers recovered two small camping-gas canisters—one ruptured and one intact—and three
firecrackers.

CCTV reportedly shows two masked people carrying backpacks, placing the device and leaving before it functioned. State
Security is investigating. No suspect or claim of responsibility had been announced by the 2 November cut-off; the minister’s
attribution to supporters of irregular migration and his assertion of homicidal intent remain unverified statements.

PRIMARY ACTORS

Two unidentified masked individuals
Video reportedly records two people approaching with backpacks,
placing the device and departing. No suspect identification has been
announced.

OBSERVED DEVICE

Two-canister incendiary device
One camping-gas canister ruptured and one remained intact; three
firecrackers were also recovered. The full initiation train is unpublished.

LOCATION AND ENVIRONMENT

Alexandrou Soutsou Street, Kolonaki
A street-level entrance served a mixed-occupancy apartment building;
the minister’s political office was reported on the third floor.

TARGETS AND ASSETS

Political office and shared building entrance
The address housed the minister’s office, but the device was placed at a
communal entrance used by other occupants.

SECURITY RESPONSE

Bomb disposal and State Security enquiry
TEEM examined the scene and recovered components; State Security is
reviewing video to identify the perpetrators.

OPERATIONAL SIGNIFICANCE

Political target; motive not established
Target selection is consistent with political intimidation, but no claimant
or police-supported ideological attribution is public.

EXECUTIVE ASSESSMENT

J1 High confidence: Two masked individuals placed an improvised gas-canister incendiary device at the entrance of a
building housing Thanos Plevris’s political office, causing damage but no reported injury.

J2
Moderate confidence: The address selection, concealment and coordinated placement are consistent with deliberate
political intimidation, although the intended casualty level is unknown.

J3 Low confidence: Migration-policy opposition or an anarchist or anti-state affiliation are plausible lines of enquiry, but
no claim, suspect link or police-supported motive has been published.
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1. What Is Known — Confirmed Record

FIELD CONTROLLED VALUE HANDLING

Incident Incendiary attack at building housing Thanos
Plevris’s political office

Confirmed across contemporary Greek reporting citing Hellenic Police

Incident date 1 November 2026 Confirmed

Incident time About 02:10–02:15 Contemporary reporting cites Hellenic Police; five-minute variation is
immaterial

Country Greece Confirmed

Administrative
region

Attica Confirmed

Municipality Athens Confirmed

Locality Alexandrou Soutsou Street, Kolonaki Street and district confirmed; exact building number not included in reviewed
reporting

Coordinates Not publicly reported No precise incident coordinate used in this assessment

Incident category Deliberate incendiary attack on a political-office
address

Deliberate placement and political-office association confirmed; legal
classification remains with investigators

Attack method Device carried in backpacks, placed at entrance and
abandoned before functioning

Reported from CCTV; exact timing, initiator and escape route not published

Weapon or device Improvised incendiary device using two camping-gas
canisters and three firecrackers

TEEM reportedly recovered one ruptured canister, one intact canister and
three firecrackers; complete construction not published

Threat actor Two unidentified masked individuals CCTV description confirmed in multiple reports; identity, affiliation and
support network unknown

Target Thanos Plevris, his political office or associated
political activity

Political-office address strongly indicates target selection; exact intended
recipient and casualty objective unresolved

Casualties None reported Confirmed by contemporary reporting

Fatalities None reported Confirmed record as at 2 November 2026

Analyst handling notes
The National Herald news article is the central news source and identifies the incendiary attack against Thanos Plevris’s
political office in central Athens.
ERT and Greek reporting citing Hellenic Police confirm the time, Alexandrou Soutsou Street location, two-person
placement sequence, building damage and TEEM response.
Recovered components were reported as two small camping-gas canisters—one ruptured and one intact—and three
firecrackers; this supports an improvised incendiary-device classification.
The minister’s office was on the third floor while the device was placed at the shared street-level entrance, exposing
residents, visitors and passers-by beyond the apparent political target.
Plevris’s statements about supporters of irregular migration and homicidal intent are victim-attribution claims, not
published police findings; no group had claimed responsibility.
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2. Structured Insight — Incident Analysis

Analytical matrix

ISSUE ASSESSMENT

Shared entrance Placing the device at street level provided access without entering the building but exposed all residents, visitors and
pedestrians to blast, fire and glass.

Concealment Masks and backpacks reduced immediate recognition and concealed carriage; seasonal Halloween activity may have made
the appearance less conspicuous.

Device function One gas canister ruptured while the second remained intact, indicating incomplete propagation and leaving an
unexploded-component hazard after the initial event.

Targeting The minister’s office was associated with the address, but the ground-floor placement cannot by itself establish whether the
objective was warning, intimidation, property damage or casualty production.

Attribution
boundary

Political context and comparable anti-state attacks justify investigative hypotheses, but no claim, forensic link or suspect
affiliation has been published.

Context and precursor conditions
Kolonaki is a dense central-Athens district combining residences, offices, retail and diplomatic or political activity. The
attackers used a communal entrance as the delivery point, creating fire, glass and pressure hazards for occupants with no
connection to the minister’s office.

Conditions preceding the incident
No reviewed source reports a warning, demand, manifesto, prior surveillance, suspicious package alert or confirmed
precursor contact. The perpetrators’ use of Halloween-style masks may have exploited seasonal street conditions for
concealment, but this remains an inference from video description.

Principal event
At about 02:10–02:15, two masked individuals reportedly approached the building carrying backpacks, placed a device at
the entrance and left. The device functioned soon afterward, damaging the main door and glazing. No one was injured;
bomb-disposal officers later recovered the device components.

Methods and observed activity
Greek reporting uses the term ‘gkazakia’ (γκαζάκια), meaning small portable or camping-gas canisters. In this context,
the canisters and firecrackers formed an improvised incendiary device intended to release and ignite flammable gas. One
canister’s failure to rupture indicates partial rather than complete functioning.

Continuation and development
The Explosive Ordnance Disposal Unit attended, examined the scene and recovered one ruptured canister, one intact
canister and three firecrackers. The State Security Subdirectorate of the Attica Security Directorate is conducting the
preliminary enquiry and seeking video to identify the perpetrators.

Related or parallel developments
Recent Greek cases show recurring use of compact gas-canister devices against politicians, political offices and
residences. Those comparators support protective planning around shared entrances and parked vehicles, but do not
establish the perpetrators, ideology or motive in the Plevris case.

Public reporting and response
No arrest or claim of responsibility had been announced by the cut-off. Plevris said he had just left the office and
described the attack as intended to kill, while attributing it to supporters of irregular migration. Investigators have not
publicly endorsed either attribution.
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3. Hindsight — Similar Events

Comparators were admitted where gas-canister or improvised incendiary devices targeted Greek politicians, political offices or
residences since February 2025. They establish a method and target class, not a perpetrator or organisational link to Kolonaki.

26 FEBRUARY 2025

Gas-canister device at ND MEP Eliza Vozemberg’s building
A device combining a detonator, accelerant and camping-gas canisters functioned at the entrance of Vozemberg’s apartment building
in Varkiza, causing a small fire and limited damage. Immediate Response Cells later claimed responsibility.

Similarity: A compact gas-canister device targeted the shared entrance of a building associated with a New Democracy politician in
Attica. Limit: The Varkiza attack was claimed and included an identified detonator and accelerant; neither feature is established in
the Plevris case.
Direct source: eKathimerini

29 OCTOBER 2025

Incendiary device at Deputy Foreign Minister Harry Theoharis’s office
Unknown assailants placed an improvised incendiary device at Theoharis’s political-office entrance in Agios Dimitrios while staff
were inside. The door was damaged, but no injuries were reported.

Similarity: An improvised incendiary device targeted the entrance to a New Democracy minister’s political office in Athens. Limit:
Staff were known to be present in the Theoharis case, while no reviewed source establishes occupancy at the Kolonaki entrance when
the device functioned.
Direct source: eKathimerini

1 JULY 2026

Coordinated gas-canister attacks on ND figures in Thessaloniki
Three predawn attacks targeted homes or property linked to New Democracy officials. A camping-gas-canister device under a
candidate’s car caused a fatal fire; one person died and four were injured, and police later arrested three people.

Similarity: Gas-canister devices targeted people affiliated with the same governing party during low-occupancy predawn hours.
Limit: The Thessaloniki series was coordinated, vehicle-involved and fatal, with later arrests; no such series, casualty outcome or
case link is established in Athens.

Direct source: Associated Press
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4. Foresight — Threat, Controls and Outlook

Threat model
The attackers demonstrated simple device assembly, covert carriage, target access and coordinated departure before ignition.
The event is consistent with political intimidation, but intent to kill, migration-policy motivation and membership of an
anarchist or other extremist network remain unproven.

RISK AREA OBSERVED OR PLAUSIBLE CONSEQUENCE

Repeat or follow-on
attack

The same office, another entrance or a venue linked to the minister could be targeted if the attack sought to sustain
pressure or publicity.

Casualty escalation More canisters, stronger initiation, fuel spread, occupied timing or vehicle involvement could create fatal burns, blast
effects and smoke exposure.

Unexploded
component

A failed canister, delayed firecracker or secondary device may endanger occupants, responders and people
approaching after the first blast.

Displacement Protective pressure at the political office may shift hostile activity to the minister’s residence, vehicle, constituency
events or staff.

Copycat action Public video and component reporting may encourage imitation using readily available materials against other
symbolic addresses.

Attribution error Treating the minister’s public allegation as established motive could obscure another ideological, personal or
opportunistic explanation.

Most important control conclusion
Controls should prioritise early detection at communal approaches, rapid withdrawal from suspected devices, original-video
preservation and coordinated protection across political and residential assets. Public statements should distinguish confirmed
findings from political interpretation.

DIRECT CONTROLS

Treat any canister, firecracker bundle, taped
package or bag at an entrance as potentially live and
establish distance rather than approach it.
Preserve recovered canisters, pyrotechnics, tape,
wiring, packaging and blast-seat material for
fingerprints, DNA, residue and construction
comparison.
Export original CCTV from the building, adjoining
premises, traffic systems and likely approach routes
before retention periods expire.
Synchronise camera time, emergency calls, ignition,
offender departure and any vehicle or transit
movement to reconstruct the full route.

SYSTEM AND ORGANISATIONAL CONTROLS

Review threats, hostile messages, prior protests,
suspicious visits and public schedule exposure
affecting the minister and office staff.
Improve lighting, street-facing camera coverage,
entrance glazing and controlled access while
maintaining fire-safe evacuation routes.
Brief residents and staff on a single suspicious-
object protocol, including withdrawal, warning
others and emergency notification.
Coordinate protective reviews for the office,
residence, vehicles, constituency events and other
regularly used locations.

Key judgement. A repeat or displaced politically symbolic attack is plausible but assessed with
low-to-moderate confidence. Method recurrence in Greece raises concern, while the absence of a
claim, suspect or verified motive prevents case-specific forecasting.
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5. Foresight — Indicators and Collection Priorities

Indicators of elevated risk

OPERATIONAL

Repeated loitering, photography or route testing
near the office, residence or political events during
low-occupancy hours.
Masked people carrying unusually rigid or heavy
backpacks toward entrances without a clear
legitimate purpose.
Small gas canisters, firecrackers, accelerant
containers, tape, wiring or bags abandoned near
access points or parked vehicles.
Attempts to obscure faces, disable lighting or CCTV,
or exploit crowds and seasonal costumes near
protected addresses.
Anonymous messages referencing migration policy,
the attack, office routines or the minister’s recent
movements.

GOVERNANCE

Online publication of a claim, manifesto or target
list containing construction details not already
public.
Forensic similarities between canisters, firecrackers,
tape, initiation components and prior Greek
political-target attacks.
CCTV evidence of a lookout, support vehicle,
reconnaissance visit, device handoff or rehearsed
escape route.
Renewed suspicious activity following repairs,
public condemnation, security changes or future
migration-policy announcements.
An official update identifying suspects, device
construction, motive, claim validation or supported
cross-case connection.

Priority intelligence gaps

PRIORITY GAP COLLECTION REQUIREMENT LIKELY SOURCE

1 How was the device
constructed and initiated?

Identify canister type, pyrotechnic function, ignition train,
timing, attachment method and reason for partial failure.

TEEM examination, laboratory testing, residue
analysis and scene reconstruction

2 Who were the two masked
individuals?

Build a synchronised route before and after placement and
identify clothing, bags, gait, communications and transport.

Building, commercial, traffic and transit CCTV;
witnesses, telecoms and ANPR

3 Was there a support
network?

Test reconnaissance, device supply, lookout, transport, safe-
location and online-publication roles.

CCTV, communications, purchases, forensic
traces, transport data and intelligence holdings

4 What outcome was
intended?

Distinguish warning, intimidation, publicity, property
damage and casualty-producing objectives.

Device effects, placement geometry, occupancy
awareness, communications and suspect
interviews

5 Was migration policy the
motive?

Seek a verified claim or communications evidence rather
than relying on post-incident political attribution.

Claims monitoring, digital forensics, threats,
manifestos and intelligence reporting

6 Is the case linked to
earlier political attacks?

Compare device construction, component sourcing, target
selection, disguise, timing and offender behaviour case by
case.

Forensic databases, comparative case files, CCTV
and State Security assessment

Evidence-change condition. Confidence would increase with original CCTV, component-
forensics results, suspect identification, a validated claim or communications showing target
knowledge and motive. It would decrease if video interpretation changes, the canister and
firecracker functions differ from reporting or investigators exclude proposed ideological and
cross-case links.
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6. Source Ledger

Source ledger
ID SOURCE CLAIMS SUPPORTED ASSESSMENT

S1 The National Herald (Greek-American news outlet),
Incendiary Attack Targets Thanos Plevris’ Political
Office in Central Athens, 1 November 2026

Central news article: political-office target, central-
Athens setting, incendiary method, damage and
investigation

Contemporaneous English-language report. It does not by itself
establish offender identity, motive or homicidal intent.

S2 ERT News, Political office of Thanos Plevris in
Kolonaki targeted with gas-canister incendiary
attack, 1 November 2026

Time, Alexandrou Soutsou Street, two-canister device,
entrance and glass damage, TEEM response and
political reactions

Greek public-broadcaster reporting. It clearly distinguishes the
minister’s statements from initial incident information.

S3 Naftemporiki, Incendiary attack on Thanos Plevris’s
political office in Kolonaki, 1 November 2026

Police-cited two-person placement, recovered one
ruptured and one intact canister plus three firecrackers,
State Security lead and video enquiry

Detailed contemporaneous Greek report citing Hellenic Police. It
does not publish the full device examination or suspect information.

S4 To Vima International, Firebomb Attack Targets
Migration Minister Thanos Plevris’ Office, 1
November 2026

English-language corroboration of time, masked actors,
backpacks, placement sequence, two-canister device,
damage and comparator context

Contemporaneous report drawing on video. Its Halloween-disguise
interpretation is plausible but not a forensic finding.

S5 The Greek Herald, Arson attack targets Greek
Migration Minister Thanos Plevris’ office in Athens, 2
November 2026

Police-attributed time, two actors, component recovery,
CCTV description, no injury, no claim and continuing
investigation

Useful English-language synthesis. It attributes key technical details
to Greek police while preserving the distinction between Plevris’s
allegation and confirmed motive.

C1 eKathimerini, Gas-canister device at ND MEP Eliza
Vozemberg’s building, 26 February 2025

Historical comparison: A compact gas-canister device
targeted the shared entrance of a building associated
with a New Democracy politician in Attica.

Source-supported comparison; The Varkiza attack was claimed and
included an identified detonator and accelerant; neither feature is
established in the Plevris case.

C2 eKathimerini, Incendiary device at Deputy Foreign
Minister Harry Theoharis’s office, 29 October 2025

Historical comparison: An improvised incendiary
device targeted the entrance to a New Democracy
minister’s political office in Athens.

Source-supported comparison; Staff were known to be present in the
Theoharis case, while no reviewed source establishes occupancy at
the Kolonaki entrance when the device functioned.

C3 Associated Press, Coordinated gas-canister attacks
on ND figures in Thessaloniki, 1 July 2026

Historical comparison: Gas-canister devices targeted
people affiliated with the same governing party during
low-occupancy predawn hours.

Source-supported comparison; The Thessaloniki series was
coordinated, vehicle-involved and fatal, with later arrests; no such
series, casualty outcome or case link is established in Athens.

Research audit
CLASS CONTENT

Primary and corroborating
evidence

Greek reporting citing Hellenic Police establishes the time, place, two-person placement, component recovery, damage and response. The National Herald
news article provides the central English-language account.

Contradictions and
unknowns

No material contradiction was identified; reports vary between 02:10 and 02:15. Exact device initiation, offender route, office occupancy, target awareness,
intent, identity, affiliation, motive and claim status remain unresolved.

Analytical confidence High for date, approximate time, street, two masked actors, two canisters, three firecrackers, entrance damage and no injury; moderate for CCTV carriage
sequence and third-floor office location; low for motive, homicidal intent, attribution and recurrence.

Research cut-off: 2 November 2026. The National Herald news article, ERT, Greek reporting citing Hellenic Police and corroborating English-language coverage were
reviewed. Earlier Greek political-target attacks inform comparison and protective assessment only.
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