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Explosive damages shared entrance of Antwerp apartment

building

An unidentified explosive detonated shortly after 21:00 on 22 October at a building on Provinciestraat, damaging
the common front door, an internal door and the entrance threshold. No injuries were reported.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Shortly after 21:00 on 22 October 2026, an explosive detonated at an apartment building on Provinciestraat in central Antwerp.
The blast damaged glass in the shared front door, an intermediate door and the stone threshold in the entrance hall. No injuries

were reported.

Police temporarily closed and screened the immediate area while the judicial laboratory and Belgium’s DOVO bomb-disposal
service examined the scene. The available reporting does not identify the explosive material, construction, delivery method or

initiation system.

No suspect or arrest had been announced by the 23 October research cut-off. Police said all lines of enquiry remained open. The
intended target, motive and any connection to organised crime or Antwerp’s recent series of residential explosive attacks are

therefore unconfirmed.

PRIMARY ACTORS
Unknown offender or offenders

No suspect, facilitator or commissioning actor has been publicly
identified; no arrest was reported by the cut-off.

OBSERVED ACTIVITY
Night-time entrance detonation

An explosive was brought to the common entrance and detonated shortly
after 21:00; delivery and initiation remain unknown.

LOCATION AND ENVIRONMENT
Provinciestraat, central Antwerp

The affected frontage is on a mixed residential and commercial street
near Antwerp Central Station.

TARGETS AND ASSETS
Shared access to apartment building

The common front door, an intermediate door and entrance threshold
were damaged; the intended person is unknown.

SECURITY RESPONSE
Police, DOVO and judicial laboratory

Police isolated and screened the scene so bomb-disposal and forensic
specialists could examine it.

OPERATIONAL SIGNIFICANCE
Low-damage blast with casualty potential

The device breached shared residential access without reported injury,
but timing and placement exposed occupants and passers-by.

EXECUTIVE ASSESSMENT
I High confidence: An explosive was deliberately brought to the shared entrance of a Provinciestraat apartment building
and detonated, damaging multiple access elements without reported injury.
Moderate confidence: The entrance-focused placement is consistent with targeted intimidation or punishment, but
J2 the intended person, operational objective and device characteristics are unknown.
33 Low confidence: The event may form part of Antwerp’s broader pattern of residential explosive attacks, yet no public

evidence establishes an organised-crime motive or cross-case link.
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1. What Is Known — Confirmed Record

FIELD

CONTROLLED VALUE

HANDLING

Incident
Incident date
Incident time
Country
Region

Province /
municipality

Locality
Coordinates

Incident category

Attack method

Weapon or device

Threat actor

Explosive attack at an apartment-building entrance
22 October 2026

Shortly after 21:00

Belgium

Flemish Region

Antwerp Province / City of Antwerp

Provinciestraat, Antwerp
Not publicly reported

Suspected deliberate explosive attack on residential
premises

Explosive placed and detonated at or immediately beside a
shared entrance

Unspecified explosive device

Unknown person or persons

Target Unknown person, household or address
Casualties No injuries reported
Fatalities None reported

Analyst handling notes

Consistently reported by Belgian news coverage citing Antwerp police
Confirmed across contemporaneous reporting

Reported by follow-up coverage; exact minute not published
Confirmed

Confirmed from locality

Confirmed

Street confirmed; building number not published
No precise building location released in reviewed coverage

Police treating the event as an explosive attack; final legal classification
not published

Assessed from the damage pattern and reporting; placement and
initiation details unknown

No reliable public detail on charge, container, initiator or explosive
material

No suspect description, arrest or attribution publicly reported

The building entrance was struck; intended recipient and reason
remain unknown

Reported by contemporaneous follow-up coverage

Reported record as at 23 October 2026

o The Nieuwsblad news article establishes the incident location, deliberate use of an explosive, entrance damage and
specialist response.

o Contemporaneous Belgian reporting agrees that the common front door and an internal door were damaged and that
DOVO and the judicial laboratory attended.

o Follow-up coverage places the blast shortly after 21:00 and reports no injuries, no arrest and an open investigation.

o No reviewed source identifies the device type, explosive material, initiator, delivery method, suspect, target or motive.

e Recent Antwerp residential attacks are relevant comparators only; no authority has linked them to Provinciestraat.

ISS GLOBAL LTD | OSINT INTELLIGENCE ASSESSMENT | PREPARED FROM OPEN-SOURCE REPORTING

UNCLASSIFIED // OPEN SOURCE 2/7



OPEN SOURCE INTELLIGENCE REPORT

Antwerp Provinciestraat Explosive Attack 1SS Global Ltd
Open Source Intelligence
External Release

| STRUCTURED INSIGHT | ISS GLOBAL | REPORT DESK | VERSION 1.0
Publication date: 23 October 2026

2. Structured Insight — Incident Analysis

[]

Context and precursor conditions

The incident occurred on a central urban street with apartment buildings, businesses and routine pedestrian and vehicle
movement. A blast at a shared entrance can affect occupants who have no connection to the intended target and can
compromise the primary access and escape route.

Conditions preceding the incident

No reviewed report identifies a preceding threat, reconnaissance, suspicious delivery, graffiti or warning. The public
record begins with the detonation and emergency response, leaving preparation and approach activity unresolved.

Principal event

Shortly after 21:00 on Thursday 22 October, an explosive detonated at the common entrance of a building on
Provinciestraat. The blast damaged the shared front door, an intermediate door and the stone threshold inside the
entrance hall. No injuries were reported.

Methods and observed activity

The limited visible damage is consistent with a device directed at the entrance, but public reporting does not permit a
reliable estimate of charge size or classification. Heavy fireworks, an improvised charge and other mechanisms remain
hypotheses, not findings.

Continuation and development

Police closed and screened the immediate area. DOVO and the judicial laboratory attended to make the scene safe, check
for additional hazards and recover evidence. Reporting does not disclose what components, residue, video or biological
traces were recovered.

Related or parallel developments

Antwerp had experienced several residential explosive attacks in the preceding month. Some featured graffiti or publicly
reported criminal associations, while others caused fire and smoke casualties. Provinciestraat has no confirmed message,
named target or organised-crime link in the reviewed record.

Public reporting and response

Police said all investigative possibilities remained open. No arrest, claim of responsibility or official motive had been
announced by 23 October. Treating the event as drug-related, retaliatory or connected to another case would exceed the
available evidence.

Analytical matrix

ISSUE ASSESSMENT

Target selection Direct impact on shared access suggests deliberate approach to the address, but does not establish which occupant,

household or interest was intended.

Timing and access A little after 21:00, the entrance remained accessible in an active urban environment; no approach route, dwell time or

surveillance phase is public.

Device evidence Damage demonstrates a functioning explosive effect, while charge, casing, initiator, attachment and standoff remain
unreported.

Residential Placement at common doors exposed occupants and visitors and could have obstructed evacuation had fire or heavier

exposure damage developed.

Attribution Antwerp’s wider pattern raises investigative hypotheses, but no public forensic, relational or communications evidence

boundary links this event to another attack.
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3. Hindsight — Similar Events

Comparators were admitted where an explosive detonated at the entrance of an Antwerp residence or apartment building, producing
door or frontage damage and a specialist response. They illustrate mechanisms and consequences only; no link to Provinciestraat is
implied.

25 NOVEMBER 2025
JO)

Explosive detonates in Brederodestraat salon entrance
An explosive detonated at 06:22 in the entrance of a hair salon beneath occupied apartments. Federal Police later published images
of the suspected young placer and sought public assistance.

Similarity: A device was placed at a street-access entrance in Antwerp, endangering people in residential units above the frontage.
Limit: The target was a salon, the event occurred in the morning and police later obtained a suspect image; none of those features is
established for Provinciestraat.

Direct source: Belgian Federal Police

‘) 27 SEPTEMBER 2026

Charlottalei apartment entrance damaged

An explosive detonated at about 02:00 at the door of an apartment building near Antwerp City Park. The door was damaged, no one
was injured and a message naming a person was left on the facade.

Similarity: A night-time device damaged the entrance of an Antwerp apartment building and triggered DOVO and forensic
examination. Limit: Charlottalei included targeted graffiti; no message, named target or confirmed link has been reported at
Provinciestraat.

Direct source: The Brussels Times

(.) 30 SEPTEMBER 2026
Columbiastraat residential blast causes smoke injuries
An explosive attached to a front door caused a small fire at a Luchtbal residence. Five adults and a young child were taken to hospital

for smoke inhalation; DOVO and the forensic laboratory attended.

Similarity: A door-focused explosive attack at an Antwerp residence exposed occupants and required specialist scene examination.
Limit: Columbiastraat produced fire and six smoke casualties and involved an attached device; those consequences and device detail
are not reported for Provinciestraat.

Direct source: The Brussels Times
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4. Foresight — Threat, Controls and Outlook

Threat model

The demonstrated capability is straightforward but consequential: an offender could reach a shared residential entrance,
detonate an explosive and leave without immediate identification. Whether this was a warning, punishment, mistaken address
or another form of intimidation cannot be determined from the public record.

RISK AREA OBSERVED OR PLAUSIBLE CONSEQUENCE

Repeat targeting The same address, an intended occupant or a connected location could be targeted again if an unresolved grievance
or coercive objective persists.

Casualty escalation Different timing, a stronger device or an occupant opening the door could convert limited property damage into
blast, fragment or burn injuries.

Fire and smoke Combustible entrance materials or a different charge could ignite a hallway and expose residents on upper floors to
smoke and blocked egress.

Secondary hazard An unexploded component, delayed item or second device could endanger residents, responders and repair
personnel entering the damaged threshold.

Mistaken or displaced Incorrect address selection or pressure on an associate could expose uninvolved households or move risk to another
target residence or business.
Premature attribution Assuming a drug-market or cross-case link before forensic confirmation could distort protection, investigation and

public communication.

Most important control conclusion

Immediate controls should protect residents, preserve evidence and reduce opportunity for a repeat approach without
assigning motive prematurely. Measures should remain time-limited and evidence-led, with DOVO advice governing any
suspicious object or damaged area.

DIRECT CONTROLS SYSTEM AND ORGANISATIONAL CONTROLS

o Keep residents and repair personnel away from e Conduct structured threat and dispute interviews
unidentified debris or packages until specialists with occupants, owners, tenants and relevant
clear the entrance. commercial interests.

e Preserve door, threshold and internal-door material o Improve entrance lighting, camera coverage and
for blast-seat, residue, DNA and fingerprint controlled access while maintaining safe emergency
examination. egress.

e Collect and synchronise doorbell, apartment, e Compare recovered components and behaviour with
business, traffic and public-space video before other Antwerp cases without presuming a common
retention periods expire. offender or motive.

o Reconstruct all pedestrian, bicycle, scooter and o Give residents a clear channel for reporting renewed
vehicle approaches and departures around the surveillance, threats, suspicious objects or
detonation time. attempted access.

Key judgement. A renewed attempt against the address or a connected person is plausible but
assessed with low confidence. The absence of a known target, motive, device profile or threat
history prevents a firmer forecast; safeguards should be reviewed as forensic and interview
results emerge.
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5. Foresight — Indicators and Collection Priorities

Indicators of elevated risk

OPERATIONAL

Repeated loitering, photography or slow passes near
the entrance, especially after dark.

Attempts to test the common door, tailgate
residents or obscure entrance cameras.

Direct or third-party threats naming the address, an
occupant, landlord, tenant or business interest.
Unattended bags, taped objects, wiring, containers
or firework-like items at the frontage or hallway.
Efforts to disable lighting, intercoms, locks, cameras
or communications before an approach.

GOVERNANCE

Forensic similarities between recovered residue,
components or construction and another identified
attack.

Video showing a repeated route, support vehicle,
handoff or lookout pattern around the incident
time.

A verified debt, dispute, coercion attempt or
criminal relationship involving an occupant or
address-linked interest.

Renewed surveillance or suspicious contact
following police enquiries, repairs or media
coverage.

An official update identifying the device, target,
suspect, motive or a supported cross-case link.

Priority intelligence gaps

PRIORITY GAP COLLECTION REQUIREMENT LIKELY SOURCE

1 What device was used and how Identify explosive material, container, initiator, placement DOVO examination, laboratory analysis
was it initiated? point and blast seat. and scene reconstruction

2 Who approached and left the Build a synchronised movement timeline before and after Public and private CCTV, witnesses,
entrance? 21:00 across all available routes. transport and telecoms data

3 Who or what was the intended Test occupant, owner, tenant, business, associate and Interviews, address history, threats,
target? mistaken-address hypotheses. disputes and controlled police holdings

4 Did the placer act alone or for a Examine communications, payment, transport and contact Phone, financial, vehicle and interpersonal
commissioning actor? patterns after a suspect is developed. evidence

5 Is the event linked to another Compare device signatures, target relationships, messages, Laboratory results, case files, CCTV and
Antwerp attack? timing and offender behaviour case by case. intelligence review

6 Does the address face a Reassess safeguards when threats, suspect interviews, Police threat assessment, resident

continuing threat?

forensic results or related incidents produce new evidence.

reporting and neighbourhood enquiries

Evidence-change condition. Confidence would increase with a complete device
examination, clear video, a verified suspect identification, communications establishing purpose
or forensic linkage to another case. It would decrease if evidence shows an accidental cause, a
different blast location or no relationship to the apparently targeted address.
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6. Source Ledger

Source ledger

ID SOURCE

CLAIMS SUPPORTED

ASSESSMENT

S1 Nieuwsblad (Belgian news outlet), Voordeur van
pand in Provinciestraat beschadigd door aanslag met
explosief, 22 October 2026

S2 Collector mirror of HLN, Voordeur en tussendeur
beschadigd bij explosie aan woning in Antwerpen, 23
October 2026

S3 NieuwsOog, Explosie beschadigt voordeur van pand
aan Provinciestraat in Antwerpen, 22 October 2026

S4 Dagkompas, Explosief beschadigt voordeur en dorpel
van appartementsgebouw in Antwerpen, 23 October
2026

S5 Belgian Federal Police, Opzettelijke vernieling door
ontploffing in Antwerpen, 19 March 2026

C1 Belgian Federal Police, Explosive detonates in
Brederodestraat salon entrance, 25 November 2025

C2 The Brussels Times, Charlottalei apartment entrance

damaged, 277 September 2026

C3 The Brussels Times, Columbiastraat residential blast

causes smoke injuries, 30 September 2026

Research audit

Central news article: deliberate detonation on
Provinciestraat, door damage, police presence and
deployment of DOVO and the laboratory

Corroborates damage to the common front door and an
intermediate door and records the police position that all
lines of enquiry remain open

Corroborates date, street, shared and intermediate-door
damage, DOVO/laboratory attendance and unresolved
offender and cause

‘Adds shortly-after-21:00 timing, glass and threshold
damage, no injuries, temporary closure, specialist
examination and no arrest

Primary comparator showing a documented placement-
and-escape method at an occupied Antwerp mixed-use
building

Historical comparison: A device was placed at a street-
access entrance in Antwerp, endangering people in
residential units above the frontage.

Historical comparison: A night-time device damaged the
entrance of an Antwerp apartment building and
triggered DOVO and forensic examination.

Historical comparison: A door-focused explosive attack
at an Antwerp residence exposed occupants and required
specialist scene examination.

Contemporaneous local reporting citing police. The article does
not identify the device, target, motive or offender.

Mirror of a brief HLN report citing Antwerp police. Useful
corroboration, but not a primary police statement and contains no
forensic conclusion.

News aggregation and summary source. Useful for convergence,
but likely dependent on the same police-originated reporting.

Secondary local news summary. It adds useful detail but is not a
primary police or forensic statement.

Official appeal concerning a separate 2025 incident. It supports
comparison only and contains no evidence about Provinciestraat.

Direct reporting; The target was a salon, the event occurred in the
morning and police later obtained a suspect image; none of those
features is established for Provinciestraat.

Direct reporting; Charlottalei included targeted graffiti; no
message, named target or confirmed link has been reported at
Provinciestraat.

Direct reporting; Columbiastraat produced fire and six smoke
casualties and involved an attached device; those consequences
and device detail are not reported for Provinciestraat.

CLASS CONTENT
Primary and The Nieuwsblad news article provides the central incident account. HLN-derived and local follow-up reporting corroborates the damaged common and
corroborating evidence internal doors, while later coverage adds the approximate time, threshold damage, absence of injury and specialist scene work.

Contradictions and
unknowns

Analytical confidence

classification, target, motive, attribution, cross-case linkage and recurrence.

No material contradiction was identified. Device construction, explosive material, initiation, delivery, precise building, intended target, motive, offender,
approach and escape route, arrest status after the cut-off and links to other cases remain unknown.

High for date, street, entrance damage and DOVO/laboratory response; moderate for time, threshold damage and absence of injury; low for device

Research cut-off: 23 October 2026. The Nieuwsblad news article and contemporaneous Belgian reporting were reviewed for incident facts, later detail and contradiction
handling. Historical cases inform protective assessment only and do not establish a shared offender or motive.
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